Inaugural address at the
Indian Council for Culture Relations,

New Delhi, April 9, 1950




INDIA AND THE WORLD

I have great pleasurc in welcoming you to this inaugural
meecting of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. You will
remember that we met last year on the 21st August, when we
decided to set up a council for the establishment of closer cultural
relations between India and her neighbours in the east and west.
On that occasion, I described to you how during the war years
the Indo-Tranian Cultural Committes had reopened one of the
doors that had been shut some centuries ago. I also drew your
altention to the nced ol re-establishing all our old cultural con-
tacts in the context of a free India. In that meeting it was agreed
to sct up a Provisional Committee to define the aims and ob-
jects of the Council and draw up its constitution, and also
appoint a small sub-committee to do the necessary work in
that behall.

The Provisional Committee met on November 27, 1949, and,
after making some notable changes, accepted the drall constitu-
tion which had been prepared by the sub-committes. Of these
changes, the most important was the removal of all the territorial
or geographical limitations on the activities of the Council. The
Provisional Committee recommended that the Council should
aim at establishing closer contacts between India and all other
countries of the world whether in Asia or outside. While we
welcome this extension in the scope of the activities of the Coun-
cil, I think you will agree that it would be more practical to
proceed towards that aim step by step. We thercfore propaose (o
set up for the present two sections of the Cultural Council, viz.,
a Middle-East and Turkey Section, and a South and East Asian
Section. The Middle-East and Turkey Section has accordingly
been set up and will work towards the establishment of closer
relations with all the countries of the Middle East, Turkey,
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Since India and Iran have always
had special relations with each other, there will be a special
sub-section for the promotion of Indo-Tranian relations. I hape
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that within the next year or so, we will be able to set up the
South and East Asian Wing of the Council to promote closer
contacts with the countries in that region.

You will be glad to hear that our first steps towards the setting
up of this Council have met with warm welcome from diflerent
forcign countrics. Egypt and Syria, Lebanon and Irag, lran
and Afghanistan, Burma and Ceylan and the Republic of Indo-
nesia, have all expressed strong support for the propesal. T hope
that now that the Council is established, our cultural relations
with these countries will continually expand and we will secure
the full co-operation of the universities and other cultural and
learned societies of India and these countries for the furtherance
of our objects.

I have already referred to the limitation of our resources which
compel us to proceed step by step, Nevertheless, action has been
initiated and 1 can report to you some of the things already
done :

(@) The headquarters of the Council have been established
at Hyderabad House, In the headquarters, we are
building up a library which will provide facilities to
scholars for the study.of the history and culture of
these countrics.

(Y To make a beginning with the library, I have presented
to the Council my personal library and I hope that
soon these books, which are being despatched from
Calcutta, will be available to users here.

(¢) The Ajit Ghosh collection which has been purchased
for the Couneil possesses many rare and valuable books
on Indian art and architecture.

{d) The reading room is being set up in the headquarters
where newspapers, magazines and journals of all these
countries will be available as well as the publications
of universities and cultural societies.

(¢) We also propoese to arrange for periodic meetings where
specialists will discuss particular aspects of the culture
and civilisation of Indin and these countrics.

[f) One of the functions of the Council will be the exchange
of professors between India and these countries. We
have already sent a professor of Sanskrit to Anjuman-e-
Iran-Shinasi, Teheran, The Council also arranged for
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the lectures of Professor Nafisi, a well-known Iranian
scholar, in some of the Indian universities.

(£) The Council also proposes to publish two Quarterlies,
one in Arabic to interpret Indian culture and civilisa-
tion to the Middle-East countries, and another in
English for the exchange of information and knowledge
between India and Seuth and East Asian countries.
The first number of the first Quarterly is in press and
will soon be available, while preparations for the
second Quarterly will be taken in hand at an early
date.

I will not, however, go into further details of the programme
which will be decided by the executive body that will be set up
for the purpose.

I would, before 1 canclude, like to draw your attention to a
practical question which is of some interest for the proper work-
ing of the Council. This Council which seeks to create better
understanding among peoples of different countries must neces-
sarily concern itself with the language of its transactions. At
one time French was the language of international intercourse,
Nowadays that position is being gradually taken by English.
We will therefore have English as the major language for the
transactions of the Council but it is our intention to provide
also for French as an alternative medium as soon as possible,
At the same time, 1 hope, that the work of this Council will
encourage the study of Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, Chinese and
other oriental languages which have contributed to the develop-
ment of human calture and civilisation,



Inaugural address at the
Delhi Public Library, Delhi
October 27, 1951




PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND
EDUCATION

When in May 1948, I formulated a twelve-paint programme
of social education for the country, one of the main servies T
had in mind was the provision of a Public Library for adult
education. The need of such library service in any programme
of social education is self-cvident. It is olwious that adults whae
acquire literacy at a comparatively advanced age cannot be
expected to read many books during their period of education,
There is therefore a risk that they may relapse into illiteracy,
unless they are provided with books, journals and newspapers
that will be both interesting and intelligible to them. Ordinary
newspapers and journals and the average type of literature would
not always serve their ends, as these would employ vocabulary that
may at times be too difficult for the new literates. We have a sad
example of this in the experience of the large number of soldiers
wha werc made literate during World War IT, but on demobilisa-
tion relapsed into illiteracy through lack of snitable literature.

Such a library service is necessary not only for adult neo-liter-
ates but also for the children who complete their basic educa-
tion. The vast majority of them give up their studies before
literacy has become permanently established. This is also one rea-
son why in spite of the fact that some 40 per cent of the children
of school age atiend basic and other primary schools and have
been doing so for some decades, the percentage of literacy for the
adult population is still so low. A library service which would
provide suitable literature for those who have attended basic
and primary schools is therefore an cssential condition for the
maintenance and development of literacy in the country.

I was thercfore much pleased to learn that at its 4th General
Conference held in Paris in 1949, Unesco resolved to orranise in
one of the member-states a pilot project for public libraries. The
project was to be undertaken at the request and with the assis-
tance of the State and as part of its campaign for the spread of
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fundamental education. 1 was anxious that India should be the
member-state to make that request and establish a pilot library
with the assistance of Unesco. I felt that Delhi, where the social
education programme had already been in operation for some
time, offered a very suitable venue for the location of such a
pilot project. Delhi is a large city and at the same time within
easy rcach of rural arcas. It is served by a system of roads which
makes it accessible from all parts of the State. Much is being
done both in the city and in the rural arcas in the sphere of mass
education by the GCovernment, the Municipal and the District
Board authorities and private individuals. Delhi has a cosmo-
politan papulation and seems eminently suitable to satisfy some
of the requirements defined by Unesco for the location of a Public
Library Service, I felt that if this pilot project could succeed in
Delhi with its varied populations engaged in different kinds of
activities, it would serve as an excellent model which could be
followed clsewherc in India and outside.

I am very happy that after discussions with Unesco it has been
possible to arrive at an agreement and the first Unesco Pilot
Project for Public Libraries has been established here, Tt will
form an integral part of the litcracy drive of the city and its
environs and its service will be ‘directed primarily towards the
needs of newly literate adults. Tt is, however, not our intention
to forget the needs of the general reader. There will also be pro-
vision of books which will suit the taste of adults of varied educa-
tional backgrounds. Nor have we forgotten the needs of children
and the Library will have a section devoted specially to them.
In accordance with the spirit of our Constitution and the Unesco
Public Libraries Manifesto, the Delhi Public Library will be
a free public library and open 1o all members of the community
“without distinction of race, religion, class or occupation.”

Tt was felt that a public library of this type would be best
administered by an autonomous body. Accordingly, by a reso-
lution of the Government of India, the Delhi Library Board has
been sct up to administer the Library under the general super-
vision and control of the Ministry of Education and Unesco,

The Preamble of the resolution which sets up the Delhi Library
Board has defined the object of the Library as

providing for the people of the city of Delki a public library service and
1 community eenlre for populor education which shall be a model for all
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public library development in India and in all countries where similar
development of public libraries can be undertaken. The Library shall be
designed so as lo carry out the policy of the Unesco Public Libraries
Manifesto and o serve the needs of popular education without distinetion
of class, eveed, occupation or race, and specially those of neo-literates and
children.

Under the agreement between the Government of India and
Unesco, it has been agreed that the Government of India will
contribute during the fiscal year 1950-3]1 a sum of Rs. 1,07,000
for the cstablishment of the Pilot Library. The Delhi Municipal
Committee has agreed to contribute Rs, 25,000 annually. Unesco
will contribute, subject to the vote of the Gencral Asscmbly, sixty
thousand dollars in the form of payment for the services of an
Advisory Director, Fellowships, salary of the Director for one
year, the supply of equipment for adult education and extension
work and also for the supply and production of books specially
required for neo-literates.

By the end of September 1950, over 5,000 books were tecured
for the Library of which a little less than a thousand are in
English, over 3,500 are in Hindi and over 500 are in Urdu.
Forcign interest in the project is evidenced by the donation of
books by Care, the National Book Centre in London and the
Silver Burdett Company of New York.

As indicated above, the Library is intended not only to supply
books and cther reading material to adults and children but
also to serve as a community centre for popular education. In
order to make the place atiractive, a garden has been laid out
in front of the Library to provide open air reading space. It is
propased that the garden will be flond-lit and will enable adults
to read in comfort on summer nights,

The connection between a library and 2 garden mav not be
apparent to many, but men who are real lovers of literature have
always associated gardens with books. Hafiz, the famous poet
of Shiraz, has given us his conception of the highest form of life
in the following verses :

Di yér-i-zeerak o wazr bida-i kukan di-manee
Fardghatee o kitabee o poosha-i-chamanee :
Man in magdm ba dumyd-o-'dghat na-deham
Agarche dar pai-am uftand khalg anjumance,
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Two wise friends, two goblets of old wine, amplitude
of leisure, books and a corner of a gardem :
If these five things are provided, I will have no other
desire in life.
If 1 were offered instead all the gifis of this life and
the next
I would still refise the exchange,

I have cvery hope that visitors to this Library will find at
least the two wise friends mentioned by Hafiz, if not more.
Leisure also will, T hope, be theirs. Thev will also have the
opportunity of reading the books of their choice in a sclected
corner of the garden. One condition will, of course, remain
unfilled. In these davs of a crusade for dry Delhi, 1 cannot
promise the readers any goblets of wine, whether old or new !
I may, however, assure them that efforts will be made to supply
fresh sherbat or hot tca in place of vintage wine, even though
I know that to adherents of the cup this may appear a poor
recompense |

I would also like to place on record, on behalf of the Govern-
ment of India and on my own behalf, our appreciation of the
help and co-operation we have received from Unesco in the
development of this project. Unesco has not only given us the
services of an Advisory Director, but also provided a Fellowship
under which an Indian natinnal has been trained for assuming
charge as the permanent Director of the Library. When Dr.
Jaime Torres Bodet was in Delhi in March this year, he took a
personal interest in the development of the scheme. [ am thank-
ful to him and to Unesco for having placed at our disposal the
services of Mr. Edward Sydney, m.c., r.L.A., Borough Librarian
of Leyton, London, England, Chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Library Association. Mr. Sydney is internationally
known for his practical experience of the use of Public Library
in the cause of adult education and has rendered us great service
in the planning and establishment of the library.

I know that this Library is only in its initial stage and we
cannot show any tangible results yet. I have, however, no doubt
in my mind that the foundations have been truly laid and will
in course of time, if we are true to our ideals, be a magnificent
edifice of service to the people at large. The task of social edu-
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cation which faces our country is a colossal one and will require
the devotion and service of all our national workers. 1 am happy
that the Prime Minister who has devoted himself to the evocation
of a scientific temper in our people is with us today. 1 am con-
fident that his association with this project at its very inception
will give to our efforts a sense of rational purpose and direction,
May his large-hearted vision and his devotion to the etcrnal
values of lifc inspire all the workers of the Delhi Pilot Library !
I am confident that this Library will be an exemplar not enly for
other libraries in India, but for libraries in all Asian countries.



Welcome address at the inauguration
of the Indian Academy of Dance
and Music, New Delhi,
January 28, 1953




THE ROLE OF DAXNCOCE,
DRAMA AND MUSIC

Of the manv questions that pressed for immediate attention
~ after the achievement of independence, one of the most impor-
tant was that relating to the revival of cultural activities. During
the last 150 vears, the fine arts, whether dance or drama, music
“or literature, did not receive the attention ar the support they
needed from the State for their full development. It is truc that
there has been a renaissance in India since the middle of the 19th
- century, but this was due to the release of new forces in society
- and owed little to the State. That is why, it was not as extensive
or decp as 1t would have been if it had recaved the necessary
. State support. Afler the fall of the Moghul Empire, the centuries
old tradition of State encouragement to different forms of fine
. arts was almost completely withdrawn.

The Indian States, which constituted about a third of India,

hn?l:, no doubt, in their own ternitonics plaved a sigmificant role
- in supporting and developing these arts and thus deserve our
gratitude, but their effort was not commensurate with the re-
- quirements of the situation. In any case, with the disappearance
" of the princely order, the patronage which they extended to the
- fine arts is also no longer available. In a democratic regime, the
‘arts can derive their sustenance only from the people, and the
Em:, as thc organised manifestation of the people’s will, must
erefore undertake its maintenance and development as one of
its first responsibilities.
BEnlightened public opinion in the country has been conscious
“of this fact for over a decade. On January 26, 1945, a specific
proposal in this behalf was put forward by the Asiatic Socicty of
Bengal. The Society moved for the establishment of a National
Cultural Trust as an autonomous body entrusted with the task
‘of stimulating and promoting the culture of the country in zll
its aspects. The Trust was to consist of three academies, viz., an
‘Academy of Letters to deal with Indian languages, literature,
. Welrems address ai the ingugurotion of the Ffion Arademy of Dance, Drama
ed Muric, New Delki, Fanuary 28, 1953
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philosophy and history; an Academy of Art (including graphic,
plastic and applied art) and Architecture, and an Academy of
Dance, Drama and Music. It was intended that these academies
should aim at maintaining and improving the standards of
achicvement in all these fields of culture.

The proposal was referred (o the Central Advisory Board of
Education which after examination by one of its committees
accepted it and recommended that the Central Government
should contribute half the amount while the Provincial Govern-
ments and the Indian States should contribute the ‘balance.
Owing to financial and other dilliculties it wus not possible for
the Government to bring into existence the Cultural 'U'rust though
it had in principle agreed to do so.

Meanwhile the country attained its independence. The
changed circumstances required fresh consideration of the isue.
Accordingly, a Conference on Art was held in Calcutta in August
1949, followed by two more in March 1951 at New Delhi, on
Letters, and on Dance, Drama, Music and Art to consider the
position and advise the Government on measures for the promo-
tion of cultural development in the country, These conferences
appointed committees which after examining the various aspects
of the problem recommended the establishment of three aca-
demies, viz., an Academy for Dance, Drama and Music, an Aca-
demy of Letters, and an Academy of Art. We have met today
for the inanguration of the first of these academies.

A bricf cnumeration of the functions of the Academy will give
you an idea of what we expect it to do. Some important functions
HTE ;

() to promote rescarch in the field of Indian dance, drama
and music and for this purpose to establish a library and
a museurn ;

(i) to cncourage the exchange of ideas and enrichment of
techniques between the dilferent regions in regard to the
arts of dance, drama and music ;

(i) to encourage, wherc nccessary, the establishment of
theatre centres, on the basis of regional languages, and
co-operation amony different theatre centres ;

(t2) to encourage the setting up of institutions providing train-
ing inthe art of theatre, including instruclion in the actor’s
training, study of stagecraft and the production of plays;
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(#) to publish literature on Indian dance, drama and music,
- including reference works such as an illustrated dic-
. tionary or handbock of technical terms ;
(=) to encourage the development of amateur dramatic
activity, the children’s theatre, the open air theatre and
the rural theatre in its various forms;
(#1) o revive and preserve folk dance and folk music in
different regions of the country and to encourage the
development of community music, martial music, etc.
to sponsor dance, drama and music festivals on an all-
India basis, and to encourage regional festivals;
{u]hlwudpmu:nddmm:humnndtu;wum
to individual artsts for outstanding achievements in the
ficlds of dance, drama and music; and
{x) w promote cultural exchanges in the field of dance,
drama and music with other countries,
Em-::lhnﬂmmﬂl}w:mmzmwuldhﬂrlhtmmhmdm
of f g the Academy, it was considered appropriate, at least
ﬁl:i.m‘lll.ll'r.l.gu to leave the choice of the Chairman and the
surer to the President and the Government of India. The
4 y will, however, be autonomous in its internal working
\lﬂlmcllﬂ:mm membership representatives of the State
f_!"- =rnments and of important arts organisations as well as dis-
1 artists in their personal capacity. A provision has also
m-d:ﬁ:lr'lh: amendment of its constitution as and when
1 by the Academy. Specially noteworthy is the institution
!htl;ﬁn:ufftﬂuwld'lhthndﬂnv, election must be almost
manimous and the total number will be strictly limited so that
ﬂh:nrmlhnmm—ﬂugrmmmlh::mmtry—hh:l
' of the Academy.
a can be proud of a long heritage and tradition in the feld
ance, drama and music. In the field of fine arts, as in those
phﬂ:nphymdw India and Greece occupy an almost
 position in human history. It is my conviction that in the
dmm, the achicvement of India is greater than that of
en Greece, The breadth and depth of Indian music is perhaps
mrivalle d as is its integration of vocal and instrumental music.
The essence of Indian civilisation and culture has always been
ispirit of assimilation and synthesis. Nowhere is this more clearly
1own than in the field of music. The amalgamation of Persian
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and Classical Indian styles during the Middle Ages gave rise to

& type of music which combines the excellences of both. When
the Muslims came to India, Persian music was already a fully
developed system but it did not take Muslims long to discover
the special merits of Indian music. They not only adopted it as
their own but added to it richly by adapting elements from the
Persian tradition. Since then there has heen no separate develop-
ment of the two systems, but within India a combined stream
has grown which, in richness and splendour, surpasses both the
original tributaries.

Amir Khusro is a well-known name o every student of Indian
history. He was a great poet but his inventive genius has lefl its
mark on other ficlds of the fine arts as well. In music, he has
created new forms through the combination of Indian and Per-
sian melodics. Aiman, Tarana, Qol, Sezgr, and Swhla and other
tunes, which are sung to this day by millions of Indians, arc a
living testimony to his genius and his power of synthesis. In the
ficld of instrumental music, it was he who invented the Siter. He
found the Veema too elaborate and complicated an instrument
and simplified it by reducing the number of sirings to only three,
The namc Sitar, which in Persian means three strings, still bears
testimony to this [act.

The same process of simplification and development is found
in the field of vocal music. Sultan Husain Sharqy, King of
Jannpur, was a great lover of music, and it was he who intro-
duced the Khaypal style in Indian music. The old classical style of
Dhrupad was too diffieult and rigid for the fluent expression of
emotions. Tn Khayal, he perfected a style which has the dignity
of the Dhrupad without its rigidity and has become one of the most
cherished forms of Indian music.

We find the same spirit of assimilation and synthesis in the evo-
lution of the various musical instruments of India. There were
Tanpuras of various types which were popular in Iran, and
India adopted and adapted them to suit her own requirements.
Another Persian instrument, Qanun, is plaved even to this day
by the people of Kashmir. There is therefore no better example
of the composite culture of India than in the field of music. The

co-operation of Hindus and Muslims for almost 2 thousand years J

has here brought about a consummation that has perhaps no
equal in the world.



The Role of Dance, Drama and Music 229

We do not know the full history of the development of drama.
l:wr:s:ar-:h:s intn Egyptology for the last 50 years indicate that
ma was popular in Egypt thousands of years before the advent
Christ. If we are to accept Breasted’s theory, it would appear
that the Memphite drama was well developed as carly as the
urth millenmium heforc Christ. In 800 B.C., the tradition was
revived under the orders of Shakaba, the Ethiopian Pharoah,
and a small fragment of a play survives to this day. In Babylon
and Nineveh also religious festivals were accompanicd by drama.
'All these indicate that, as in the fields of science and philosophy,
Greece received inspiration as well as modcls from the earlier
tnd.mnm of Egvpt.
. There is no doubt that whatever might be the source from
which the Greeks derived their inspiration, they developed
‘drama and broucht it to a level that is still unsurpassed. Com-
parisons in such ficlds are invidious, but we can still say that
Kalidasa may be compared with the greatest among the Greek
dramatists. We have alsn the works ol Bhasa, Bhavabhuti and
Banbhatta who raised the Indian drama to a level which is per-
haps not inferior to that attained by the Greeks. Tn the held
of the theory of drama, Indian achicvements are perhaps still
more remarkable and serve as models even to this day.

In the field of dance, the greatr variety of Indian styles has
attracted the notice of all students of arts and culture. The range
-of Indian dance extends from the strictly classical styles, deve-
loped in the temples with their infinite varicty of expression
‘and modulations, to the wonderful rhythm and flow of folk
_dances in different regions of the land. In their varicty they pre-
" sent a richness of forms that have [ew parallels clsewhere in the
" world. What is most remarkable is the continuity ol these tradi-
tions and the vigour they display to this day.

This precious heritage of dance, drama and music is one whach
we must cherish and develop. We must do so not only for our
own sake but also as our contribution to the cultural heritage of
mankind. Nowhere s it truer than in the field of art, that 1o sus-
tain means to create, Traditions cannot be preserved but can
only be created afresh. It will be the aim of these academies
to preserve our traditions by offering them an institutional
form.

The Academy of Dance, Drama and Music is the first of our
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three proposed academies and T am happy that the President

has kindly agrced to inaugurate it. I have now great pleasure in
inviting him to do so.



Speech at the meeting
of the Sahitya Akadami
(Nafional Academy of Letters),
New Delhi, March 12, 1954




LITERATURE AND LIFE

1 have pleasure in welcoming you to this first meeting of the
National Academy of Letters.

In 1944, the Government of India accepted, in principle, a
proposal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal (as it was then
called) that a National Cultural Trust should be set up to en-
courage cultural activities in all ficlds. The Trust should include
three academies—one in letters, one in the visual arts and one for
dance, drama and music. After the National Government was
established in 1947, three conferences were convened to work out
in detail the implications of this proposal. The conferences agreed
about the need for the academies but felt that since a National
Government had been established, it was not necessary to sct up
a National Trust. It was, however, recommended that stcps
should be taken to set up the academies as autonomous bodies
and provide them with the funds necessary for their work. The
Government of India has accepted that recommendation,

The Government’s function in this process is mainly that of a
curtain-raiser. Someone has o set up the academics, and the
Government has decided to do so. Once they are sct up, the
Government will refrain from exercising any control and leave
the academies to perform their functions as autonomous institu-
tions. The Sangect Natak Akadami has already been established
in accordance with this decision of the Government. The Aca-
demy of Fine Arts is in process of formation, and today we have
met to set up what is perhaps the most imporiant of the three.

There arc some—and the Prime Minister was one of them at
ane stage—who expressed the view that the academies should
not have been established in this fashion. Thev regard it as an
imposition from above. They hold that the growth of the aca-
demies should have heen encouraged from below. Instcad of
cstablishing an academy, the Government should have waited
till there grew up in the country societies or individuals who had
the necessary authority to establish the academies. Once such

Spesch ef the first meeting of the Sabitya Akudumi { Matisnol Acadany of Letters),
Neww Delki, March 12, 1954
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academies had been set up, the Government's function should
have been merely to recognisc them.

I am afraid I cannot agree with this approach. Since the Re-
najssance, many academics have been established in Europe.
Today there is hardly any country in the Western world which
docs not have one or more national academies. All these acade-
mies were established by the Governments under letters-patent
of the Sovereigns or by legislation, There was therefore no reasan
why the Government of India should not take the initiative for
the establishment of the academics. In fact, if we had waited for
the academy to grow from below we might have had to wait till
the Greck Kalends.

I should like to dwell for a moment on the meaning of the term
‘academy.” We are all aware that this term was first used for the
school that Plato had established. The garden in which the school
was set up was named after an ancient hero ‘Akademus," and it
was after him that the school came to be known as the Academy.
Whatever the origin of the name, it has, in course of time, ac-
quired a connotation of its own which, as far as we arc aware,
cannot be expressed by any other single word., What do we mean
by an academy ? Is it a school ? The answer is *No." Is it a re-
search institute } Again the answer is “No.” Is it then an asso-
ciation of writers and authors ? Still the answer is in the negative.
If, however, it be asked whether it posscsses the attributes of all
of them, the answer must be an emphatic “Yes." By calling it an
academy, we refer to all these facets and signify that it is at the
same time a school, an institute and an association, I we were
tor call it a school or an institute or association only, the full signi-
Beance of what we intend would remain unexpressed. An aca-
demy is, in fact, something more than any or all of them.

The academics flourished in Greece for almost 900 years until
Justinian ended them by a special decree. During this® period,
the term “Academy’ acquired its special significance. There is no
other word in any Fastern or Western language which can convey
the full flavour of the academy. That is why we have resisted the
temptation of a vain search for a new term and have kept the
original word in its adapted form as ‘Akadami,’ in conformity
with the requirements of Hindi pronunciation.

Today is the first day in the lifc of the Indian Academy of
Letters. It is necessary that we should have a clear idea of the
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‘work which it is intended to perform and the standards it will
place before the world, The question of standard is, tn my mind,
fundamental in the concept of the academy. The Academy must
lay down a standard for those who seek to be recognised as distin-
guished men of letters. The Academy would serve its purpose
only if its standard is set as high as possible. If the standard is
lowered, the very purpose of establishing the Academy is lost,

The object of the Academy is to educate public taste and ad-
vance the cause of literature. This can be done only if we main-
tain the highest standard. Then alonc will wrilers aim at giving
their best and create works of art which will add to the heritage
of man. On this question of standard, we should, I feel, be guided
by the example of the French Academy. Established by Louis
XIV in 1635 with only 40 members, it has to this day refused to
increase this number, The number of men in the whole of France
who can achieve the status of Academician is thus only 40. Even
the most distinguished men have to wait for a place in the Aca-
demy till there is a vacancy.

The result of this insistence on standard is that France regards
the membership of the Academy as an earnest ol immortality. Te
be clected to the Academy was held to be a guarantee of perma-
nent fame. The Academy has been so exclusive that we find that
cven the greatest men of letters have sometimes been denied the
tatus of members. Descartes, Pascal, Molitre are all men whose
listinction as men of letters is beyond dispute, but they never
ound a placc among the Academicians, Montesquicu and Vol-
lire were fortunate in this respect but Rousseau never achieved
he distinction. We all know the high position occupied by Ency-
clopaedists in the world of French letters but among them only
D' Alembert and Marmontel were able to become members.
Even Diderot and Helvetius found no place in the Academy.

Coming to modern times, we find that some of the greatest
igures of French literature waited long and somctimes in vain to
ichieve the distinction. The nineteenth century is perhaps the
most glorious period of modern French literature, There were,
n this period, writers whose works have become classics, hut,
ven among them, there were many who never achieved the
nembership of the Academy. Neither Daudet nor Maupassant
tor Zola were members. Lamartine regarded himself fortunate
hat he was elected a member after some years' waiting, Even
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the author of Ler Miserables had 1o wait for ten years before he
could become a member, In recent times, André Gide, who is a
French writer of world-wide rcputation and had received the
Nobel Prize in 1947, was never a member of the Academy. If
the Indian Academy of Letters does not maintain similar stan-
dards and reserve its honours only for the immortals of literature,
the Academy will not be able 1o serve the ohject for which it is
being established.

In framing the constitution of the Academy, these considera-
tions were constantly before us. We saw that if we prescribed
the membership of the Academy on the same basis as in the
French Academy, it would have been difficult to set it up at all.
We must admit that the literatures of India today have not
rcached a stage where 30 or 40 persons could be sclected straight-
away and be regarded as immortals. We have accordingly made
a distinction between Members and Fellows. For membership,
we have not laid down the standards prescribed for the French
Academy and have considered it enough that a person should
have helped in the development of literature or established his
position as a man of letters. In order, however, to ereate the
same standards as in the French Academy, we have created a
separate class called ‘Fellows of the Academy.” Here, as in the
French Academy, only the selected will be admitted.

We considered carefully the question as to what should be the
number of Fellows. We finally decided that the number of Fel-
lows in the Sahitva !Lka.clmi must not exceed 21. This does not,
however, mean that there will be necessarily 21 in the Academy.
It only means that there will never he more than 21 Fellows.
In the Sangeet Natak Akadami, where the limit is higher, namely,
30, therc are at present only seven Fellows. For the Academy of
Letters, my feeling is that the number will perhaps be less, for
the selection is to be done with even greater care.

So far as the constitution of the Academy is concerned, it may
be bricfly described as follows. All the fourteen languages enu-
merated in the Constitution of India have their representatives
on the Academy, There arc also representatives of the States,
the universitics and of the Government of India. In additgon,
there are eight persons nominated by the Minister for Education
for their services to the cause ol literature. All the three acade
mies have a constitution more or less on this pattern.
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You will find that while all the languages named in the Indian
Constitution are represenied in the Academy, English does not
find a place there. You will agree that the Academy would have
remained incomplete if some distinguished writers of English had
not been included. We have to admit that for the last 100 or 130
years, English has served not only as a vehicle of knowledge and
learning but also as the medium of expression for many of our
finest writers. This was inevitable, for English had achicved such
2 pre-cminence that the status of an author was not assured till
he had expressed himself through its medium. Tagore, who is
the greatest poet of modern India, had been writing in Bengali
ever since his childhood but his fame was not fully recognised
even in his own province till the English version of Gitanjali de-
clared him as one of the greatest poets of the world. Mahatma
Gandhi’s contribution to national awakening and the achieve-
ment of independence is acknowledged universally. His writings
in Gujarati are, however, known only to the people in Gujarat.
It was his writings in English that enabled him to cvoke a new
political consciousness and give a revolutionary turn to Indian
life. Similarly, Aurobinde Ghosh's elaim to distinction rests upon
the quality of his writings in English,

I have, for some time, been thinking how best to cncourage
the development of creative literature in the different Indian
languages. Some of the State Governments are no doubt working
to this end, but I fclt that it was necessary to take measures which
would secure an all-India recognition for writers in different
languages. I asked the Ministry to examine the issue, and it has
been suggesied that onc way of such encouragement is to award
prizes or other distinction to writers of merit. A scheme which
has been accepted by the Government is to give prizes of Rs. 5,000
every vear for the best work in each of the 14 languages men-
tioned in the Schedule to the Constitution. Every year, the work
of the three preceding years will be surveyed and a prize given
to the writer of the best work. No author will be entitled to get a
prize a second time, for T am sure you will agree that such a
scheme should benefit as many people as possible, The awards
will be made on the recommendations of the Academy of
Letters,

One thing T would like 10 make clear is that these prizes will
be given for recognised merit, and no one should apply for them.
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It is my hopc that the first prizes will be announced before the
end of the calendar year.

I have already said that the Government's function in estab-
lishing the Academy is that of a curtain-raiser only. This alw
applics to the appointment of its first Chairman. The Govern-
ment of India have accordingly sclected ils first Chairman but
hereafter it will be the Academy which will appoint its own
olfice-hearers.

T am glad that Sri Jawaharlal Nehru has agreed 1o serve as the
first Chairman of the Academy. He has been appointed not
because he is the Prime Minister but because he has carved out
for himsell a distinctive place as a writer and author, The Com-
mittee which framed the constitution of the Academy submitted
three names, of which the first was that of Pandit Nehru, The
Ministry of BEducation offercd the Chairmanship 1o him, as it
was beyond dispute Lhat from cvery point of view he is the best
man we could have selected for the first Chairmanship of India's
National Academy of Letters.



Address at the first meeting
of the Lalit Kala Akadami
(National Academy of Art),
New Delhi, August 5, 1954




THE ROLE OF VISUAL ART

I am happy to welcome you all on the occasion of the inau-
guration of the National Academy of Art. Some of you will
remember that when I addressed the All India Conference on
Arts at Calcutta on August 29, 1949, 1 told you that at the re-
commendation of the Asiatic Socicty of Bengal, the Government
had decided to sct up three academies, viz.,, an Academy of
Letters to deal with Indian languages and literatures, an Aca-
demy of the Visual Arts and Architecture and an Academy of
Dance, Drama and Music. The Academy of Dance, Drama and
Music was accordingly set up in 1953 under the name Sangeet
Natak Akadami. Similarly the Academy of Letters was sct up
under the title Sahitya Akadami in March this vear. With the
mauguration today of the Academy of Art under the title Lalit
Kala Akadami, the programme for the cstablishment of the
National Cultural Trust, which | had sct before myzelf, is now
complete.

I have always been of the view that apart from the intrinsic
valuc of art for its own sake, it is an cssentinl element in educa-
tion as it develops the feelings and acsthetic sensibilitics of man.
I'may remind you of what I said at that conference in Caleutta
in defence of art in education and life :

“It is today realised that no education can be complete
which does not pay proper attention to the development
and refinement of the emotions. This can be done best
through the provision of facilitics for training the sensibi-
lities by the practice of one of the fine arts. Apart from the
general question of developing the finer aspeets of perso-
nality through artistic education, there is also the imme-
diate utility of such education in developing our manual
skill and perceptive sensibility. It is recognised today that
education at pre-primary or nursery stage can be best
imparted through training the child in the matching of
colours, shapes and sizes. This releases the creative instinct

Addrass w Iﬁ'r_;‘i:ur weefiny of the Lelit Kelr Akodomi [ Notiooal Arademgr of Ars),
Nea Del%, Asgent 5, 1954
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in the child and thus diverts his superfluous energy from
merely destructive channels into those of social behaviour
and decorum. Thus, whether from the point of view of the
training of the emotions or refinement of sentiments or
development of manual skill and creative urge, the im-
portance of art as an element of education cannot be
overemphasised."”

I may tell you bricfly what the Ministry has tried to do in fur-
thering the development of art since the holding of the All India
Confercnce. One of the recommendations of that conference was
that regional surveys of indigenous art, including folk art, paint-
ing, sculpture, bronze-casting, ete., should he undertaken so that
autheritative handbooks concerning art designs and techniques
and methods and material used in India could be published.
The Government of India accepted that recommendation and
awarded five scholarships of the value of Rs. 3,500 each for the
survey of indigenous art in Madras, Bombay, West Bengal,
Orissa, Jammu and Kashmir,

The Government also set up a body called the Bharat Kala
Samiti to advise the Government in all matters pertaining to
art and to promote the cause of art in the country until the es-
tablishment of the National Academy of Art. The Samiti has
deeided to sponsor a critical and comprehensive history of Indian
art and has taken in hand the immediate publication of a Moghul
album, a contemporary art album and a set of colour picture
postcards. It is expected that these three volumes will be pub-
lished before the end of the vear. The Samiti is alsa considering
the publication of a representative volume of Indian paintings,
ranging from the carliewt Ajanta frescoes to modern times. At
the instance of Unesoo, we have assisted the New York Graphic
Socicty in bringing out an album of 32 colour reproductions of
Ajanta paintings.

In accordance with another resolution of the conference, a
fund called the National Art Treasure Fund has been created
with contributions from the Central and State Governments and
private organisations and individuals,

The Gevernment have also instituted a system of scholarships
lor voung workers in art and other cultural fields. The object of
this scheme is to provide effrctive encouragement to young artists
in order to give them suitable facilities for the development of
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their talents in the right direction. Applications for the first batch
of such scholarships have been reccived and the selection af suit-
able candidates will be made in the near future.

I must also make a special mention of the establishment in
August 1949 of the National Musewm in Rashtrapati Bhavan.
Here we have collected, under one roof, specimens of Indian art
from the earliest times to this day. )

Another important event in the world of art was the inaugu-
ration of the National Gallery of Modern Art in March this vear.
Jaipur House was acquired for the purpose and some of the
masterpicces of modern Indian painting are displayed there.
Efforts are constantly being made to make the collection richer
and more rcpresentative. On the occasion of the opening of the
National Gallery, an All India Exhibition of contemporary sculp-
ture was organised at Jaipur House and prizes awarded to artists
who had done distinguished work in this field.

In addition to these activities of the Ministry, voluntary efiorts
in the ficld of art have also been supported by suitable grants to
various organisations. Special mention may be made of the
grants paid (0 Shankar's [Vedkly for the annual organisation of an
International Exhibition of Children's Paintings since 1952, A
sclection [rom thosc paintings has been published in an album
entitled Child Art. We also arranged for an exchange of paintings
between Indian and Japanesc children. A grant was made to
Rabindra Bhavan, Visva-Bharati, to organise exhibitions of
Rabindranath Tagore’s paintings in Delhi, Calcutta, Bombay
and Madras. Grants have also been made 1o the Indian Aca-
demv of Fine Art, Amritsar, and the All India Fine Arts and
Crafts Society, New Delhi,

Of special interest was the exchange of exhibitions of paintings
and other forms of visual art with loreign countries. Since 1949
exhibitions from China and the U.S.5.R. have visited India
while Indian exhibitions have been sent out 10 the U.K., Egvpt,
Turkey, Irag, China, Japan, Australia, the U.S.A., Canada and
the U.S.S.R. A special tribute is due in this connection to Unesco
which brought to Indiz an exhibition of the paintings of Leonardo
Da Vinei, a travelling exhibition of colour reproductions of paint-
ings from 1860 to date, an exhibition on “Education and Peace,”
another on “Man against the Jungle” and a scientific exhibition :
Our Senses and the Knowledge of the World, We have also
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participated this year in the Intemational Art Exhibition in
Venice and are helping to send an exhibition of Indian Art
through the Ages to several middle Eastern, European and South
American countries as well as to the U.S.A.

I have, however, always held that in the field of art the role
of the Government must he secandary. The Government should,
no doubt, take an interest in the development of art but the truth
is that art cannot really flourish until there are strong non-official
agencies working for it. This is the main reason for the setting up
of the Lalit Kala Akadami which, though established by the
Government, will work as an autonomous body and without any
interference from the Government in its activities, 1t is true that
it is being set up by the Government but this is only because some
oinic had to take the initiative in setting it up. Now that this has
heen done, the work of the Government is over and from now on
it will be your function as members of the Akadami to provide
inspiration to artists throughout the country.

I may very bricfly describe the constitution of the Lalit Kala
Akadami. Ttisa corporate body and will work through a General
Council, an Executive Board, a Finance Commitice, and any
other committee or committees set up by the General Council or
the Executive Board.

The General Council will include, besides officers of the Aca-
demy, naminees of the Central and State Governments, represen-
tatives of recognisad art organisations, eminent artists and the
Directors of the National Museum and the National Art Gallery.

The General Council will elect the Viee-Chairman and the
members of the Executive Board, and the Finance Committee
will approve the budget and appoint auditors.

The Exccutive Board will be responsible for the supervision
and control of the work of the Academy and its office, while the
Finance Committee will consider the budget estimates, make
recommendations to the Executive Board and prescribe the limit
for annual expenditure.

I rcferred carlier to the astistance received from Unesco in
bringing to India an exhibition of Buropean art. Unesco has
now taken the initiative in organising a regional Seminar on
“Arts and Crafls in General Education and Community Life”
in Tekyo this very month. The object of this Seminar is to study
ways and mesns whereby arts and crafts can enrich general edu-
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cation and contribute to the amenities of community life. I am
particularly happy that Sri D. P. Roy Chowdhury, our first
Chairman of the Lalit Kala Akadami, has been invited by Unesco
to scrve as the Director of this first Asian Seminar on Art,

It appears to me right and proper that the Unesco Seminar
should lay such stress on the place of art in everyday life. Here
in India we have always recognised that art is an essential element
in the culture of the individual and the community. We have our
simple village women who do beautiful a/pans and decorate their
homes. We have our village crafismen who weave designs and
patterns that arc the covy of trained artists in the sophisticated
countrics of Europe and America. If we ask how even the poor
in India have developed such pure taste in art, the answer to my
mind is that this is duc to the splendid architectural and seulp-
tural work we find in gur religious buildings. From earliest times,
the temple was not only a place of worship but a place of beauty.
During the Middle Ages magnificent mosques were built which
combined great nobility with great simplicity. The commeon
man who was continually seeing these splendid works of art could
not but develop a pure and refined taste. A country which pro-
duced Konarak or the Brihadeswara Temple or the Taj Mahal
had not only a high conception but also inimitable skill in art.
The minds which conceived these noble edifices, the hands which
shaped them and the patronage which made their construction
possible evoke our admiration to this day,

The patronage to art which in former days was extended by
king= and nobles will have to be given by the people and the State
in contemporary India. I am attracted by a system which, I
understand, is in vogue in Sweden. Under this system whenever
any public building is construcied, a percentage of the estimated
expenditure is earmarked for sculpture, painting and other deco-
ration. I have under consideration a similar proposal so that in
future all public buildings, constructed with State funds, may
provide opportunitics to our artists of today to display their talent.

I need hardly repeat to an andience like the present one, the
record of India’s glorious heritage of art. In the field of architec-
ture, she has monuments which challenge comparison with the
best anywhere in the world, Her sculptures have a plastic quality
and vitality that have evoked the admiration of the most carping
critics. Her paintings, whether they are the ageless frescoes of
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Ajanta or the exfuisitc miniatures of the Middle Ages, are a pre-
cious heritage for the whole world. Not only in such traditional
works of art, but also in articles of everyday use—made of clav or
stone, brass or ivory, silver or gold, or bamhoo, cane or wicker -
her artists and artisans display wonderful skill.

The Lalit Kala Akadami, which is being set up today, must
work to preserve the glorions traditions of the past and enrich
them by the work of our modern artists. It must also seck to im-
prove standards and refine public taste. If it serves this purpose,
and T have every hope it will, the Academy will have justified
itself to India and the world.

I am glad to announce that the Government have decided 10
give land and w provide [unds for the construction of suitable
buildings for the three academies. 1 hope that in a vear's time
these academies will be lodged in their own buildings.
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" WORLD EVENTS BRING FREEDOM TO INDIA.
— Mo A .;f‘-aP'L-...

Tha Congress President Maulagna gbul Kalam
Azad in an interview to Assoclated Press of India
on Mareh 18, at New Delhi declared thab he saw no
reason why a solution of the Indian problem -should

not be considered hopeful.
In view of the forthcoming tzlks and

negc:tiatiuﬂ_s with the British Cabinet Mission the

ﬂnﬂgres.-'.;. Pre sidqnt said that he would not attempt

tﬁ specul ate about things or anticelpate the course

of events. "In so far as the Eonng:ss is concerned,

the Maulana sald, "0ur fundamentgls and the main

outline of our approach are slready well-known. d4s

regards details, it is obvious it all depends om

developments gnd varions adjustments which will

have to be made -
The Maulana spoke with guiet confidence

__.',C-m.i'w
e herl h“-j::e.
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ndd:'assini & public meatine &n Bombay
en Marchlf, 19-46, Manlana Abul Kalam 4zad appealsd
to the citizens of Bembay and the people of India to
maintain a chlm calm and peaceful stmosphere in the
~eountry and strengthen the hands of the Congress
for the forthcoming negotiations with the British
Cabinet Mission,

Maul ana dzad said that till the other day
the country was confronted with :."arw problems of
Equa]].jr urgent importanece. 411 those problems
had réeeded into the background becsuse ~ftha megt
important problem of the day, namely , how Indis should
take over the reins of her cf;.t:l.ny in her own hands.
That was the problem bafareftha Congress and that
was the problem nat ™1y of the Coneress but of the
~ Indian people as a whole,

While the Congress was doing its best to
play its -hﬂ-s'gb“;l xkxx kkx maxk in che present critiesl
junetnra of I-dia's hi starv, the people of India
should also nlav their part. The Congress must have
an army of enthusiastie, determined, stronz but
peacaful pegyle,

WThe Cengress wants you to have faith
in its leadership and wait for its call like dise

ciplined soldiers of a disciplined army, If you
act ug‘lﬂ 1t, the Congress will be the strongest
pelitical yﬁ.“t@' in the world, and no power on earth.
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QUESTIUN OF INCLUDING CUNGRESS MUSLIM.

“etter from the Viceroy to the Congress
President dated 22nd June, 1946:-

My dear Maulana 3ahib,

I understand from press reporte that there
is a strong feeling in Congress circles that the
party should insist on héik right to-include &
Maslim of thelr own chniéa among the representatives
of tﬁa'ﬁbngreaa in the Interim Government.

Por reasons of which you are already aware
itis not possible for the Cabinet Mission or myself
to accept this request, but I would draw you
attention to paragraph 5 of the statement ofthe

16th June which reads as follows:

"The above composition ofthe Interim
Government is in no way to be taken as s precedent
forthe solution of any other communal question.

It is an expedient put forward to mlve the
pregent difficulty only, anﬂkn obtain the best
available Coalition Government."

In the 1ight of this assurance that no
precedent is eatablished we zppeal to the Congress
not to press their demand, but to take part in the
atrong Interim Government which the country so
urgently needs.

Sd./- [Havell.

(" The Amrite BazarPatrika, July 1, 1946 )
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.1, N Shyiky —
MAT E4LS NOT TO
ACCENTUALS SITUNTION

The Congress President , Maulana 4bul Kalam dzad
in an interview on 28th Februsry 1946 on the recent
happenings in the #.I.N. sald that it was true that
diseipline in the army was a matter of supreme im-
portanceg, but, having regard to the entire chain of
happenings in connectin with the ratings’ strike, the
guestion of disni.plina ghould nos be viewed in narr-

ow spirit, Nothing should be done, Maulana dzad
said, to give the impression that Individusls, can De,
wireiitx or are respongible for collectlive and general
feglings and actions.

Maulana Azad salds How that the R.I.N. Enisﬁa has
eoma to a close, it is possible to view its origin
and development in their proper para?pa ctive in g
diﬂpasaionaha manner. It is, whether the action of
ratings in going on strike is called by its t-&cﬂ_nical
tar.m of the naval law, viz. "mutiny,! or it 1s called
by the civil term 1str1ka ," the essential nature of
the ac_t:l.n-n resorted to by the ratings und-alﬂ'gnﬁs no
chaﬁe;a. It is parf_ectly clear that c&r:'.ai': grievan
ces which the rat-:l.:;.gs fbad been feeling for some ‘til.‘.'.El

ware not redressed for on2 reason or ocher.



Cartain imwnediate incidents brought the trouble mEII.
head, but che roet of the struggle, as far as nnﬂrc.;m
judge, was the feeling of the ratings that in spite

of the fact that they were 1n no senee inferior to
thoge of the British Navy, they were not placed on <
thg a.a,m:f iﬁti:lg ﬁsjfiiﬂxﬂin EEE.R ral ‘:-E.-‘at.:na:tt. For

a hundred gnd fifty :,raarshﬁ‘ subject to this dis.
ar;:j.ngtnry trea';manta. Jjow that Indisg has coma of

aga, and I_uf national dignity and self-re spect,

racigl, diserimination 18 very keﬂl'lli".f"i*lt. and resented,

L
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cont;

dnsull to self_Respecs

It 1s quite obviocus from the facts as .hey ave
been reported thal Indian ratings of R.I.%. went on
strike as the resullt of what they considsred was
a :ratuitaua insult Lo nationgl self-raspoct,

They formilated their demands in a clear and preeise
form. Examination of their demands shows wlat chey
were legitimate, and so far as they are legitingle,

they must bs sympathetliecally examined and redressed,

The term "Ring “eader" in such instances, sald pre-
sident Azad, usually  appliesz to s perscn, who gpets
a5 & spokesman of g general body cof comphainants., It
would be unjust to select such persons for punish-
ment, In the presen: awﬁhfih .;::II-‘. Ehﬂ‘ Emntrﬂﬁ.ﬂ- ﬂ.h;_“
Which is surchargsd with oaabiab et nothing shculd
be done which may accenﬁlabﬁ‘the glbugtisn, I
@ainestly appesl Lo the auunnrj:tias concarnad who
seem Lo De anxdous to secure efficient working of the
servicos both during the interim period and in the
future to try to see thiwgs from the Indian naticngl
point of view, . India is not in a mood .o e tols
rate any action that may have even the seublance of
the suppression of ﬂati:t:unal spirit in any

quarter .

(AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA, 28 Feb, 1946)
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KW £, C, DI S(ISTET Mutim d baefuss no
MAUL ATA AZAD'S SP33GE

¥

Maulana 4bul Kalam Azad, the Congress Presidont
b iz i €06, &b Do bag i mﬁjsji?ﬁ

in his valedictary speech said, "We have met hers
after six years. No a].e:::tims to the 4ll-India
ﬂnngregs Committes ecovld ba held till now owing ©
the War and the abnormal conditions ereat-d by the
war. Thege six vears have been years of profound
importance in our history as they mark far-reacting
changes in the international situation anf our own
struggle for our natlonal indspendence, We are on
the thyeshhold of our freedom. Our freedcom is conlng
not becanse of internaticnal changes but because of
the revolution that has taken place in our owa country

resulting in great national awalkening.



UThe new- All-Indlia Congress Commit:ee which has
just assembled containsg new bbood and fresh minds., I
am glad to welecoms the new members as new bleed o
- alwavs givasg fresh vigour and gstrength. Thia mesting
of the new &l1-India Congress Commlitiee should
have ‘I::Eran'hal& along with the plenary session of the
Congre ss, but owing to abnormal conditicns we Rave
been ;ﬂﬂ.blﬂ to held the anmial session,. Now that
a new Kl1-India Congress Committee has been elscied F
T have decided to nand over the reing of office of
the Congress President to Pandit Jawsharlal Nehru
to allow the work of the Congress to b2 carried cn
uniterrupted, though the anmuagl s=ssion itzelf may not
be held for sometime.

yghen 1 took charge of the offlco of Ghe Congress
slx years ago, we weIre gtruggling for our freedom.
But today when I lay doyn Saa reins of the office, I
am happy to find that .the uesticn 13 no longer cne
of fighting for our freedom, as we .are slready on
thea th.rﬂshnld- &f fr=-com, h-u_l;'- of Working cut the
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>
freedom that i:a coming. O©Only cne further gtan 1s

reguired for us to reasch our goal, "
(eply to criticism

Thé Congress President then referred o the eri-
tielsn thet the Working Committee had not consulted
the #l1-India Congress Committee earlier in COILNE O
tion with the constitutionsl negotiations and said
that the critiei_ém was wrong for the reason that
a’s soon as definite conclusions were reached the
H;rl:in:- Committes lost no time in summoning the 411~
indlg Congress Committee to get its stamn of approwal
on the decisions tagken by the Working Committes,

Maulana fzad urgsd the Committee to consgidar the
ragults of the Working Committests negotiations with
the Britiszh Cabinet Misslen dispaszsiconately and sea
if the Werking Committ e had not discharged its res-
ponsibilities in the best interssts of the comtry. °



PANDIT NEHRU OCCUPIBES CHAIR

The Congress President then announced that he
would now vacate the chalr and asked Pandit Nehru to
occupy the chagir. The two Pregidents then warmly
shook hands and Pandit Nehru took the chair,

pRIBUTE TO AZAD

Sardar Vallabhal Patel then in a brisf gpsach naid

a warm and glowing tribute to ths arduous work done
by the Congress Preaiﬁantlmaulana Abul Kalama Azad
He sald, "This is the first time in the history of ta
Congrags that any one person has held the reing of
office ¢f the Congress Preazident continuously for six
years. - This Eﬂq:-u'r goes L Hanlana dbul Kalam Azad,
During ﬁ;:"aa a-:-'l.x.:,raars, whatever difficulties the

3
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Maulana 4yl Kalam Jzad, eddressing his firgt press
conference as Membsr Yor Bducatlon and &rts, on Feb., 3
v 1947 appealad both teo thes publiec and teo the selected scholar
To: treat the .system or overseas sciclarsiips as a sacred
trust by which the foundations »f Indigls future educabional
industrial and technieal developrent were being laid. Tha
gcholard wio Lo abroad, he urged,must go in g spirit
of service and dedication,®
It was proposed, said Maulsna Azad, Uo strangthen ths
ergani sgtion In the U.K. and U.8, 4. for dealing with
t:ne students' probler-s as giickly as pogsible, In tha
U.K. particularly, a separate walfara Spanen would ba zat
up in %12 Bducation Department of the High Comad ssionat'sg
office to help the students in regars Lo gocom .odat’on
and also Lnelr welfare generally. Govarn 2nt had alra-:&:.:l

sat up at congiderable expsns® cwe nosciels for Indian .

o

students, one in London and the otasr ab Bdinbursh, and 1t

was now proposed to egtablish anothar hostel in London to

~T
serve gs a reception and transii camp. -



SC0ps TUR WOMEN 323CLAaAS

The gcholarsnips awarded 'mder the scaens had 111
now been econfined axcluszively to Lechinieszl and sefentifio
subjects, The n3cessity for a largs parcoansl of tpagined |
scientists and Iinfu tripl teeaniclzus was odwicous. At tas
game tile 34 Must bz rosl -84 Tagh 8 Daianeed z ghia: of
nationgl =diextion rs Ursd 2ls52 woer-eprs in tae flsids
of pure seisaee and tae aussniiies, He tharafers, lntsndad
that in futurs a nercantage of ascholarships should Le
earmarked for studp in such eculburzl subjaets, Uha nusher
of women who nad secured scholarsnin undsr the scheme
had bam.ﬁrﬁr small, Tha I._“n!d_n reason hgd Ihe-;;n that, schaolar

ship were confined & technical and iadustrial selientifie

gubjects. The expansion of tis soizme oo Anclude hodh
Fa
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purs éﬁ;&nea q_nd the nugnitiss would allow women rester
amp:e., #lhe future aevelopuent™ of aduegt n in Indig da-
mands that g large nusher of wenen scnol ars should po
abroad and study such sunjects. If the expansion in th4s: 11
of subjects for ths gward of sciclarshing serves this sir-
pose, well and goods obierwise I will esngidar She da-
sirability »f carmarking a percsabage of zevsl reil-g
for women, !

Haalana 4zad ragl i.h’ad the necessity of lo-king ‘nts the
problem of gsaleetlon and for this purpess a comritiza
would -be formed ahortly te nake peeciizndat on: 1n the 1i=
ght of ths experience of th2 sast three vears. Tha
co mittes might not be purely depart.ental. BExperts
uighty be taken from uvatsids sl so,

"The method of sklect cn followad t411 now," iz said ©
hag been satisfactory, . ds howsver, the scholars ars pe-
guired to sign a bond to se ve under governcmt, it ig
considersd desirabla to associate taa Fsderal Publie o &
Service Comamlssion with the selection, The dspartuent
is considering alternative methods for doing so. T




@estion of Znploynent

"I.feel that the ti» has glgo come to consider ha
terns of the bonéd which gludents Dave till now 2ecuted., .
lThey are r-giuired to pledg: themselvas Lo serve Ef}"-’ﬂm-l;’lt
for a period of fivs years after cuopletcion of thair trali
ing. Such bonds may at times prove harsa on = sehelsr iF
the Governzat iz not in a positin 52 offer Rip man) orment,
a8 no pariod is laid down to dafl.s Uhe Ueraingti-~u ¢f his
nhlig_at*_-m. if pogsible golutlan wuuld = e
' during which the Goverameont would nave “as first call on
th!l s&hi:as of the Trained scholar. If the Governnment
: ﬂ, iy htatael, IS aebidley aady Lo frtn o cofeafet

!l ul.'l. la- tﬂ T ‘nim mitabld saploymane elsowhera, I

C anneunee m:]T decision on thls question.”




The first phase of our natlonal struggle has
mccessfully ended, We have achleved freedom, =75 w2
could not have dons without the fullest co-onsrziiin,
unity ond steadfastness of the entire natlon. .3
would pne~d these gualities still moras in our ssz &
and more vital stage of nat.i_:}nal reconstructl .

We shouldskd endegvour to 1.11:;1155 our newly won Disam
in a manner which will make our T:_I‘E-Bdﬂm a roal ful-
filment of our hoones. EveryIndisntmst, in this "-ur
of need, respend to the cal'}.. af the countey ai’ “a3rfomn

his or her dufy lovally in whatever station of "T:
he or she may be-.-MALANa BUL RALAT 434D,

| T ,' !
(MRITA BABATP ATRIKA ﬂr'-abﬁ & B P
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= ‘Eugli_ﬁ.ﬁ: Translation of the Convecation Ad-
dress of the Hon'ble Maulana Abul Kalam
A7ad, Minister of Bducation, Government

of India, at the Aligarh University on the
20th" February, 1949,

Your HisEwEss axn FRIENDS,

In accepting the invitation extended so cordially by your
Vice-Chancellor to come and address the annual Convecation
of the Aligarh University, it was but natural that my
thoughts should turn to the occasion when T first came in
jcontact with it. That was 36 years ago and took place in

' iﬂil'ﬂllm!]’[-anl:&il which represented me to many as an opponent

of this Institution,
The facts of the case were, however, entirely different.
- It wag a time when Indian Muslims not only stood aloof from
all political movements of the day but were inclined to opposo
the country's stroggle for emancipation. The single largest
|factor responsible for such political inertia of the Tndian
‘Muslims was the lead which the late Sir Syed Ahmed, found-
er of this Institution had given in the last quarter of the nine-
eenth century. The Aligarh party which continued his
licy tried to keep the Muslims out of the Tndian Naticnal
[Congress and was generally successful except in the case of
few distingunished individuals.

It was in this background that T brought out the
AT, HILAL in 1912, From the beginning of my political
life, T was convinced that Tndian Muslime must participate
qin the movement for emancipation and work towards that
end throngh the National Congress. Tt was inevitable that
I should criticise the political lead which the late Sir Syed
Ahmed had given and which represented the policy of - the
Aligarh party, T, memfﬂff, came into a clash with this
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party on the political issue. This was, however, regunlel Iy
its members as opposition not only to the founder’s jwlitionl
policy ‘but to the institution itself, In fact, some of Ihew
went so far as to look upon me not only as an opponent o
an enemy of Sir Syed Ahmed and Aligarh.

Nothing was, however, farther from the truth. Tu is true)
that I regarded the political lead of Sir Syed Ahmed a0
grave blunder but at the same time T had the highedt admirm
tion for the educational and other reforms which he carrinl
out,. T regarded, and still regard, him as one of the greatol
Indians of the Nineteenth Century. His achievement in the
field of education and social reform could not however blind
me to the wrong lead he gave to Indian Muslims in the fields
of politics. Thirty-six vears have passed since then but as |
survey the courte of events during this period, T find o
reason to_revise my judgment on this issue. T then held anl.
still hold that Sir Syed-was a great reformer in the eduos
tional and social fields, but the wrong lead he gave in politics
has been mpanmhta for many of the evils from which we
have suffered. It is, however, not my purpose to discuss the
political rols to-day but to pay my tribute to the memory of
Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, the educationsl reformer who laid
the foundation of modern education among Indian Muslims.

To-day, western edneation has become a - part of our
national life and we naturally think of it when we use the
term education. It is, therefore, difficult to realise the op-
position and struggle which a hundred vears ago faced the
reformers- who . wanted - to intreduce this new education to
India. They had not enly to blaze a new trail but had to
comtend with obatacles and difficolties at every step. They
had to face all those forces which any reform fnovement has
to face. The prejudices and superstitions of ages clonded
the minds of the people, Accepted beliefs and age-old senti-
ments were both against such change. The cry of religion)
supplied the opponents of progress with one of their mosl
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po=nt weapons. The path of religion is not in fact opposed
U that of reason and knowledge but unfortunately this has
aften ' boen represented to be so. The usual cry was that
Western education is opposed to the teachings of religion and
those who hold religion dear must, therefore, stick to the old
cdpcation,

Human thought has had to face this conflict at different
times in different countries. Europe went through this
struggle in the 17th and 18th centuries while the Eastern
countries faced this conflict in the 19th century. The Hindus
of India faced this struggle earlier and quickly ended it.
Among the Muslims. it took a longer time but in the end the
mevitable happened. The forces of change triumphed and
the new order had to replace the old. So far as Muslims of
India are concerned, one can assert without fear of con-
tradiction that the man who played the most impertant rola
in this struggle.is the presiding spirit of this University.
The batile was fought here in Aligarh and Aligarh is a
visible embodiment of the victory of the forces of progress.

Bome of our writers have compared Sir Syed Ahmed Khan
with Raja Ram Mohan Roy. To & large extent the comparison
s valid. What Raja Ram Mohan Roy did for Bengal was
done by Sir Syed Ahmed 40 years later for Northern India
and especially for the Muslims of the country. The oanly
lifference between the two is that the main reforms of Raja
Ram Mohan Roy were in the field of religion while those of
3ir Byed were in the field of education. They have, how-
sver, left the stamp of their personality in all spheres of
intellectual activity.  Religion, education, social  life,
language, literature and journalism bear witness to their
spirit of reform and creative energy.

We have also to remember that even though Sir Syed
Ahmed was opposed to the pelitical movement of the

Congress there was not the least tinge of communal politics
n his attitude. His activities even in the politi field
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comprised both Hindus and Muslims. He was t,hrpughgl._
his life a béliever in Hindu-Muslim unity.» He opposed
whatever was in any. way likely to cause dissension or
difference between them. In his speeches, he again and
again used the beautiful metaphor that Hindus and Muslims
are the two eyes of Mother India. If any one of the eyes
were hurt, it would disfigure Mother India’s Yace.

We can form some idea of his outlook on Indian pational-
ism from the significance he gave to the term ‘Hindu’. Tn
addressing an association of Hindus in Lahore he said "I
am sorry that you have restricted in this manner the
application of the term ‘Hindu'. You have applied it to a
particular religions group. But to my mind this application
is'wrong. I count as Hindu -all. those who are the
inhabitants of this country whatever be their religion or race.
This is. the reason why I take pride in the fact that I am a_
Hinda™, 1f the Hindus and Muslims of India had under-
stood the gpirit of this teaching and followed it, the whole
courss of recent events would have taken a differsnt turn.

Rir Syed Ahmed laid the foundations of this sdicationsl
institution With a specific object. He had been - impressed
by the spirit of English education and realized? that its |
excellence lay mot in mere impartidg of imstruction but in
training of a special kind. The'peculiarity -of this training
‘was that it developed the chafacter of young men ‘and |
women and gave them a-distinet stamp. He also felt that |
along with European education, the Muslims must have
religious instruction amd training. He knew that withont
.guch provisiofi! the new education would not be popular
among the Muslims. He realised that his objects-could not
. be achieved without a special institution for the purpose,
He, therefore, dedicated the remaining years of his life to
the creation of the Aligarh College. We must remember
that this was the first Institution in India whick sought to
ereate the atmosphers of a British Public School. :
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The scheme he had in mind initially was the sstablishment
of a residential university on the lines of Cambridge. He
had, however, to content himself with the establishment of
UIII_H' a College. Considering the prevalent conditions, this
was no mean achievement. The movement for the Universily
was started after his death as a memorial to him and was
aceomplisued after hard labour of some 20 years.

Sir Syed had established in Aligarh not only a College but
an irtellectual and cultural centre in tune with the progressive
spirit of the times. The centre of this circle was Sir Syed
himself and he attracted round him some of the best intellects
of the day. Perhaps no journal in India has ever had such
influence wpon the mind of the generation as his TEHZIB-
UL-AKHLAQ. Sir Syed founded this journal after return
from his English tour. He and his colleagues were its main
contributors. In fact, this journal laid the foundation of
+ modern Urdu literature and so developed the language that
to-day it is capable of expressing the highest and most abstruse
thought. Perhaps there wasnot a single literary figure among
the Moslems of the day who was not influenced by his circle,
The best Muslim authors of the médern age were nourished
bere, Here developed the new schools of research, inter-
pretation and reconstruction of Muslim thought, Though
modern Urdu poetry was born in Lahore, it was here that it
found the atmosphere most conducive to its growth. Poems of
a new style were composed and read at the sessions of the
Mohammadan Education Conference. This was also the first
forum of Urdu oratory. All the important speakers of the
day were created or nurtured on this platform. "

The 19th century was for India, as for other regions in the
Fast, a transitional sge. The old forms of life and thought
were being demolished and new oues set up in their place.
The old earth of India was being moulded into a new form.
8o far as the Indian Moslems are concerned, one can say that
it was in - Aligarh that these movements of reform were
consummated. It was one of the regions which took the lead
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in the creation of a new India. The 19th Century marked a
panl:nd of renaissance for the Indiau spirit and Aligarh was
one of the centres of such renaissance.

It is true that with the death of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan,
Aligarh lost many of its distinctive femtures. Though the
College was raised to a University, it could not revive the tradi-
tions of its early glory. Nevertheless, you must reméinber that
this glorious heritage is yours, and it is for you to revive the
past splendour of Aligarh. The inseriptions which have been
carved on the walls of your Strachy Hall may fade with the
passage of time, but the inscriptions which Aligarh has
written on the modern period of Indian history can never
fade. Future historians will discover in Aligarh one of the
main sources which has contributed to the evolution of modern
India.

An educational institution which has such a glorious past
nmiust necessarily hold the promise of an equally glorious future,
I am not aware what is the state of your minds today, nor in
what colours the future Appears to you. Does it bring to, you
the message of ﬂJmmg doors or of opening gatea that introduce
you to new vistas of experience? I do not know what yisions
are before you, but I will tell you what visions I see. You
perhaps feel that doors that were vpen have been closed. 1
see that doors that were locked have now opened. In the
words of the Persian poet, ; in

Tafawut. ast mian-i-shanidasi- 1-mmn-o-.la
Tu bastan-i-dar, o, man fatahe-bab me shanwam.
What you and. I hear are different. “You hear the sound of

fl!-ﬂﬁﬂg' doors 'b““-’ 'E.IF doors that ﬂ?“' |.|l'l|

1 want that I should speak to youw frankly and without
mental reservations and T am sure that this-is what you expect
of me. If I thought that vou are still living in that atmos-
phere of communal politics which was prevalent before the
15th of August, 1947, I would without hesitation say that
your future does not hold that promise which, as an Indian
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Muslim, I would like you to have. T am glad that there has

been a prefound change since then and the signe of a new era
are becoming clearer every day. Yoo have realised in good

time what mnst be the intellectual atmosphere of this instito-
tion in the changed cirenmstances of today. You have
respended to the call of new times and created conditions which
are in corformity with the changed cutlook. T have no hesita-
ion in saying that by conforming to the spirit of the times, you
have rendered a great service not only to this institution but to
all Muslims of the Indian Union. For this, ] extend to you my
gincere congratulations.

T would like to describe to you briefly the Central Govern-
ment's plan and programme of national education and the
place which an institntion like Aligarh will have in that new
scheme. T think you will agree that the educational set np for
a secular and democratic State must be secnlar. Tt should
provide for all citizens of the State the sames type of Educa-
tion without any distinction. It should have its own intellec-
tual flavour and its own national character. It should have
as its aim the ideal of human progress and prosperity. The
Indian Union has set before itself such a scheme of common
sducation for all without distinetion or discrimination in
favour of any community or group.

At the same time, it recognizes that there is scope for
educational institntions which emphasise certain special types
of learning. Their doors should, however, ba open to all who
are interested in such studies, This is the sphere of national
education in which your institution can find its proper place
in conformity with the spirit of the times. Im this way, you
will, inspite of your special characteristics, be a part of the
general scheme of education and serve a special function in .
For this you must, hewever, display the widest catholicity of
spirit. Tt is said that Plato had the following text ingcribed
on his Academy : ““Those who do not know Geometry, have no
place here."” Your [Institution must not have even soch a
restricting clause. Your motto should be that you will wal-
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come hoth those who “know Geometry' as well as those who
do not.

I am aware that the governing principle in your Instjtu-
tioti has been from the very beginning wide and liberal,
When your College wae founded, the very first batch of
studants included Hindus as well as Muslims. Your stafl has
also been recrnited from all communities. The"names of
certain IMindu professors have become part of your institution's
history. I am sore that thess traditions will be broadened
and further enriched in the conrse of time

Stady and research in  Tslamic learning and Islamic
History have been part of your tradition. T must say that,
after the death of Sir Syed, it no longer displayed the vigour
it had doring his days. Even after the University was
eatablished, old hopes were not fulfilled. Your duty today
is to revive those old traditions and to create in your Univer-
gity an atmosphere of research and enquiry into all the spheres
of knowledge.

I have already reminded you that Aligarh was the place
where modern Urdn literature developed.  This' is an achieve-
ment of which your University can be rightly prond. Tt is
your duty to cherish this heritage and further enrich it. T
must, however, remind you that your literary efforts, must
have a wider ficld than in the past. Yon shouold take an
squal interest in Hindi literature.  Muslims have bean noted
for their interest in different languages and [literatures.
Hindi literature has the same claim on Muslims as on Hindus
of Tndia. Both the communities have contributed equally
to the development of Urdu and Hindi literature. The new
literatare in Brij Bhasha which commenced in the Mughul
period was the result of the patronage of rulers like ﬁ!-:lfa:
and Jehangir and the contributions of writers of genius !:Ir:ﬁ
Mohammad Jayesi, Khan Khanan and Abdul Jalil Bilgrami.
We find that up to the end of the 18th* ﬂﬂﬂf-ﬂ:rj', the. number
of Muslim poets who wrote in Brij Bhasha is considerable,
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felt tha tremendoiis changes which have taken plage sinpe the
days you: entered the portals of this University.» When you .
first joimed this Imstitution, yon were members of a subject
nation. To-day you are leaving this University as Ires
citizens of an independent India. I am not sure if all of you
appreciate fully the extent of this tremendous change. As
members of a sobject nation, you suffered many disabilities.
As citizens of a free State you enter into new responsibilities.
The widening of opportunity which freedom has brought has
also necessarily brought with 't the need for greater loyalty
and devotion to your State. To-day there are no limits to
what you can achieve but this very fact imposes upon you the
duties which freedom brings.

You wre the citizens of a free Indin—a State which is deter-
mited Ly develop its political and social life on secular and
demecratic’ limes. The essence of a secular and democratic
Seatie ju: freadom of opportunity for the individual without
regard to race, religion, casts or commumity. As members of
ach & State yow have, thersfore, the right-provided you have
fitws nocessnry qualities. of clm:g%:.: and attainment—io expeet
gl dovts opens to you, whether Ton the fields of politics, trade,
fridustry, service or the professions. Thers is mo gain-sayving
gt Tk LBt e the past many of the alammi of this Institution
locked to nothing bwt employment under Government. Free-
dotn must bring it 4 widening of the mind and an.enlargement
of your ambitions. You must, therefore, look forward in a
fweer India. to the utilisation of your talents in the manner best
suified: to the meeds of the Nation.

{ ‘Have ne-donbt in my mind that if you can imbibe this
dffrit of progressive nationalism which is the motto of ewr
el ddmideratic State, there will be rio pesitiow in any field
of Yt tfiat wilbebeyond your redel.  Fwould, therefore, urgs
upon you to develop and strengthen your {:hara.u:t.er and nedquire
Hrwledge that will fit- you to play your rightful part for the
furtiere progrias and prosperity of the country.

JEFD =t 95 of Redor—10-3-43—1 080, :
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zhe time has come when you must revive that old tradition.
. I desire that this imstitution should produce a large number

of writers who are equally at home with Hindi and Urde
literature.

The question of seript is one of the controversial problems
of teday. You know what the opinion of Gandhiji was in this
respect. His sincers desire was that every Indian should know
both the Urda and the Dewnagri scripts. That is why he
founded the Hindustani Prachar Sabha and made it an essen-
tial condition for its workers that they must know both the
scripts. This has also been my opinion for years. I feel that
this is the only solution which is possible in the present
circumatances. T hope that the lovers of Urdu literature will
not wait to find out the reactions of the advocatés of Hindi
literature, but will themselves do what they regard as conduc-
ive Lo the best interests of the country. In every other sphere
-of life, one may wait to ses what others do, bot in the fisld of
learning we can wait for others only at the risk of detracting
from our credit. If the others are content to know only one
seript, we need not be sorry that we have learnt two. My
sincere desire is that every Muslim in India ghould learn beth.
the seripts, and thus get an example bafore the country. This
was the message of Mabatma Gandhi, and I am confident that
Muslims will act up to it with enthusiasm. - -

** I am glad to find that there is already a recognition of the
ifnp-nrtam of spch work ou all sides, and that hml:!: have 'I:na-a.l:l
written in Urdn which make it easy to learn Devnagri ‘seript
and become familiar with Hindi literature. Some organisa-
tions have been set up in different parts of the country for this
purpose. They have already started their activities. I am
sure that you have realised the importance of this work and
your institution will be recognised as one of its most active
centres.

I will now conclude with a few v{ﬂrda ""'.f advice to the young,
graduates who hive taken their degrees to-day and are entering
into the responsibilities of Hfe. Yon have nie- doabt- yourself
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* DiEneoaTes, Lanies axp GESTLEMES,

Wi meet today at a critical and decisive moment of our national straggle—
a moment so eritienl indeed that we have been constrained by force of civeumstances
to convene & specit] session of the Congress before theexpiry of the year, in order to
ahtain o solutionof and guidance as to the injricate problems confronting us. When
T sy that the difficulties of the hoor, and-the task before ue- are unpr?u_eduntud-
in the history of the Congress, then' I belisve thnt I am merely voicing the
sentiments of every individual in this nssembly. It is three years since you came
together in a similar and special session at Caleutta : that alse was n memornble
dag in your history, The greatoess of that day was even as the greatness of
those days when nations issue deelavations of war for froedom, E}lh it} the
importance of today’s session is to be found a glimmer of those days in history
whin nations have had to deal not with declarations of wars but with the
intiicite  and docisive issues avising from such declarations. Then your
thonghts were, for the commencing struggle ; today you strive to protect the
canclusion of the war from 'I:lll.llg'l.‘:l'. Then you waere anxious Lo heng yonir
marel ; fodsy thers hins orisen the danger of losing your way. Then you
were about to launeh your bost fearlessly from the shore ; today, in the words of
the immaortal Porsinn poat Hafiz, “The boat has set sail from one ghore_but the
othior shora is yob fur distant hnd the waves ave rising up against the bark from
all sides.” -
Gentlemen, when your choies has fallen upon ‘me to preside at an cconsion
o momentous in your history, [ foal that you have reposed such confidence in
me and conferred on me such hopour that never ean I credit myseli’ with
“having deserved it. T can only believe that you have been very generous in
your good opmion of me. Ifany poor services of mine had deserved so signal
a mark of your confidence” in me then I shoold vest nssured that your action is
very geatifying recognition of my humble efforts from wy countrymen and my
eountry. [ am most profoundly thankful to yon for the honour you have
done me and it is to you that I turn for help and guidance in this vasponsibility
which s n pledge of your econfidence in me. We are undoubtedly face to
face at a very diffiounit time with a very difficult problem but our determination
remning wnshaken and although we may be in doubt aboat our methods we
are in no donbt abous our sims, Our humble efforte nee for barth and justicn
wnd in this world which is Gods Kingdom such strivings muost meet with suceess.
Hanee, thongh we muy e anxious ahout the Wy lgngr,h and the perils
of the jonrmey, aod fally and painfally wware of the difficnlties and the eHitxlos
m oonr patly, never should this knowledgs make us d“HF"h'- It shonld rathibi
nesure uz. Lhat the Divine Providenoe which gunrded us when we were AR

. » : :
witd helpless will protect us on onr way through all our srinls—till success is ours
and we have reachod the jonrney’s end.

THE PROELEMS OF THE TIME.

Gentlemen, I am not unnware of the Tmitations upon the provines of my
disenssion, H _ypb urgont und presing may be my thonghts, and however
numerons tha' « b am toempled to discoss, I qui;_h:;
on those Toeia ioh should be pesstved exelusivly
lul.l;qu'F '{:E'UP' . LRk o ; = Ik . .
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session hes fallen apon so.ardent a putiiot so able o councillor and so distingniahed

8 leader as is Moulans Mohamed Al .
Even if T were acpected to deal with events and  perplexitie of the
time, for me silonce would e ‘preferible to specel, There i nothing
in the events of these doys which need catsa strprise. There ' was 0 time
when ex prissions of Indian “pational sentiments were ‘confined  to ' eritiolsm of
buvenueratic injustics,  Criticism developed into eompluint and complaint into
dgitation and protest, For long it remained the practice of the Congress t)
wiiil over évory now instanes of buresueratio wrongdoing.  But now we- lnva
poased thatstage. Firm decision and strennous work ave before us. The plienomons
“of injusticenrenow so familing that they have become pict of ourevery duy life. To talk
of injustice now would not ouly be nnnetsgary hut would nlso suggest that weliave
hitherto not been utterly and finally eonvineed s to the existones of njustioe ;
whirvas onr certainty hos now renched that Inst stage at which no mereass in it is
possible. We noed not await the rising of sk eurtain to reveal to us the truth. We are
sure that’ the treatment meted oul ta ns will sonthibe nuless dui own efforts
bring about & change in the present sorry state of sffairs. We arve not conceried
with individuals, whose characters may. ohange ; onr problonis are not tempoiary
and will not be sdlved by time wlune. “We are confronted  with & syitem
of which we ean postulate with cortainty that injustice s the law of fts
nature and which his continued  to sxist till now not on sceount of any innats
strength of its own but simply because  our nugleot has provided pillass th
strengthen and support it.  Injustios i% theessence and fiof iy Hoeeident aof
that - syatem,  Thorefore, our bist efforts shoald  bs dipeeted agninst the lifs of
that system. ,

© NEW ADMISSION OF OLD TRUTHS, -

Nonctheless, I frankly weleomo  the admission of the truth bhat
comes from our brothers who have hitherto muintained that onr Progranme. wax
founded on despair, ~ Now, ab last, mny  of them wre eonstrained o adwit that
the Heforme nve * more  deceptions ", that * Inding mfl'vrupwb ounniol b
muintuined. under present conditions™, and that no  relivnes ean be  placed
on the broken promises of HEvgluid.  They feel that, the boyeott s our
only * voeourss afid that  Indin shiculd. firmly nu-to-operate. with the British
Empire Exhibition,  Thyee yenrs' bitter expericnee of the “Reformed Loumvila”,
the Salt Tux, the unfulfilled promise of Tndianising the Public Servines have
taught us nothing new.  We do' not ssa any novelty in the injustice of the
Kenyu decision buy simply the repetition of an old and expeocted wrong originat-
g from national and racial prejudices. . When wag it that  these things ditd
not exist ! Hrilain lias broken hwr promises: hut how many of the fumous. promi
of Britain vemain unbroken ! Indian selirespect has been slighted ; huﬁﬂﬁagqr
experience supply vs with a single instanés in which it has been honoured and
vespected T But all  these events, nnd especinlly  the last, lhave ‘come as
startling revelutions to those gentlemen who apparently nesdud  suoh to oo plete
their eduestion and teach thog the I;.j;ntuh 1 -

Gentlomen, we will not complai -ﬁ]mt.-g;_mr brothers | been sodong in
‘avviving at the trutly A m]]fol'mt. bothat the truth was W l{}ﬂ.{:‘ﬂ;t‘ﬂ VEArH
bafaras fhu Kﬂu}r_: --,- il. _. infae ]ﬂ.:l 'F-'ﬂ'i."% 1 mhgllgﬁn I -ul'h} truth is
praseworthy wh :
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their services to-day ns mnchas it did thiee years ago. IF we sineerely beleve

that the time for protecting Indian honour hns arrived, why should we not,
inspite of petty diffarences s to method, unita in ovder to guaed ie !

THE GREAT TURKISH VICTORY.

Gentlemen, T am sure the first thing you will expect of mo to-day is that
1 shonld hiwe the honotr of volging your sentiments of joy at an event which
i 80 curiously, and vot so honourably, conneeted witht your nationnl struggle and
marks n glovious opoch of your national history. It was the will of God that
two distant nations of the Kast shoald be so elosely connceted i their stroggle
for justioe sl freedom that.tho sufferings of one nre a cause of grief to the other
and the vietory of either is nn oocnsion uf réjoicing for both, India while treading
the up-hill path that leads to her own freedom lis made the Muoslim Khilafir and
the independenes and honoar of Turkey one of her national demands ; while the
now-born nationalism of Tuckey uwnd hor overwhelming viotories have appenced as ©
o miracle before the world and her eonrvageous and exemplasry patriotism
has infused & new life into all the nations of the East,

(renitlemen, about mnine months sgo the Congress congratnlated
the Turkish nationnlists on the success of theiy symies on the feld of battle.
Hut as s matter of fact those victories were merely the fore-runners of o greater
victory to coms ;for though they were military successes only, yet they eame
as heralding the moral and political vietory which bas followed, It s the first
instalment of o complete vietory substituting & pew-born  grestness
for an sncient grandenr which hud ssemed to ba”in the iheess of Jdenth. Tt
is 0 proclamation to the world that the community of nations must welcome
o pew and viclorious member, It hos been w glovions and - snecessful march
which, inspite of the attempts of the greatest Powers of the Larth to place
obetacles i its puth in their fotile opposition, has progressed onwards  driven
by the overpowering strength ofits -pateiotie fervour. The goal his now been
roached apd .histrnrj! hna '|.1-|!'glm thie et chnpt-Ei' of the story of n mnquurinl_;
nation. ‘The signing of the Turkish Peace Treaty on the 24th of July lest marks
the beginning of o new epoch of uationn] greatmess and the consumustion of those
victoriestwlich are imif.‘lpﬂus'.hh.' to  thelife and hovour of o nabion. [6 wns o
moral vietory ruther than a vietory of the sword, It was n vietory of character

and intellect,withont which ali diplomatic and military victories are useless
snd fitile.

UNIVERSAL CONGRATULATIONS.

Gentlemen, [ndin enunot  rejoice too  greatly in congratulatiog the

Turks on their marvellons vicloses, for she sees not o much the ovents as
the mighty moral to which they point, She views in the suceess of Turkey not
nnljr the fulflmént of the Torkish sims bak the ?iut.urf of tha whole
East., 1 beg, firse of ull, to convey the good-wishes of India (o His Majesty
the Culiph of the Muossalmuns. Next, [ wish to congratulate the National
Amembly of Angora on the vietorious advent of their demosratie government,
And our eyes fym evitably to thnt'.;mf;ue personality to whom all theses
successes are moant” due. I congratulate Ghoxi Mustafs Kemal Pasha on
behalf of t1% Tne. ' mople. A .
. Gatible' 7 I do not wmy d'“-tlﬂ-.hi' PO AL
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nation or conntry, The struggle which for the past five years made the
peace of the world impossible, was not' merely & war of governments and
nations, It was something more, The vigovous statesmanship of Ismet Pasha
in opposition to the futile threats of Lord Curzon did ‘not merely represent the
struggle of Turkey and Britain or of East and West. It was & war of principles, of
opposed and conflicting faiths.  On one side wis the pride of power denying to all
wanker nations the right to exist; on the other side was the determination of
justice and trath proclaiming that all nations had o right to exist if they w i
todoss  The will of God hns docided the issus.  Foree has failed, inspite of s
atrength ; justice has triumphed inspite of its apparent wenkness and temporary
sat-backs, The success of Turkey is an achievemant too great to be interproted ns
thi vietory of Asin or the East. Tt is the vietory of justice, and justics is shove
all nstional patriotism and knows no distinetions of East and West, *IL concerns
itself with all mankind, Permit me, therefore, to congrntulate the whole of mnn-
kind on this vietory, and every individual in the FEast or the West wheis
n lover of justioe and respects the freedom of man. .

L

But although promises have besn fulfilled and jostice has been done,

to make our pictare complste, ‘we are bound to say that this hascome sbout
not through any genetous desive on the part of the Powers to keep their
‘promises’, but simply beeause due performanee of their pledges was exacted,
For when the Powers are compellad to mnke good their promises at tha point
of the sword, they are liberal evough to concedo even moio than they pro-
mised.  They neeede to all the demsuds of the Congueror who will yield nothing

v satiely the cloms of jusuios

Gentlomen, the Turkish Pesce is sn evént from which History will
draw many worls.  Justice hus undoubiedly been done and the deserving have
prospered.  Hat what have the Powers, who had sworn to trample jostice
unditfoot, pamid by their -futile opposition?  What has Eogland guived by
w_-_n.u,uri-:u_- lict broken promises through the world for the last four Yeurs, — b}r
supporting trmnny and nppression with o strength of resolution she hns never
brought to the s vioe of juatios ? She wished o erash Turkey and Tar qu hns
grown stvony in spite of Beitish Intvigues and designs. Britain refused to yield to
the elaims of Justice by, mhe has bowed her hesd bofore the will of & nation. Sha
oftun wrote hey devisions with the pun; they were torm to piees with the sword.
Whon posing as suprome arbiter of the fute of nations, she wrote her pence
treaties, Indin eried out against them in the vame of truth- and jusiie and she
vepliod to the protest with contempt. Bat when Mustals Kewmol drow up his
demands with the point of the sword, she bowed like a ootgoered nation and
daved not rofives them. We seed not await the historian's unswer, The world
has replied slready. Eugland hes sureendered everything s to Tuckey ; al! she
hns obtained for herself is ill-fame for anattempt at mjustice.  The impotation
was formerly enst at her back but now sho henrs the stain of it on her forehead.,

THE NEW EAST.

"We must remember chat t!m-rtﬁpiﬂqhﬁqhnfgmh'é“' ‘te 0 obvious to lnter
listorisns is notyisible, & ontempornry observers. Wear  —fi theough an
epdeh of change whieh is exactly Hke those periodsiof the pas  whish historians
v b origlt drld-wide revolutious. The woda a1y altering
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its coneopts.  What  till yesterday  were considered unassailabla truths ave now in
process of dissolution. wnd theoutlines of maps are changing like the world's prin-
ciples and ¥aiths, The world’s heightaare teduced todepressions; dep: essiong v elova-
ted to heights. The nndir of success leads to the- beginning of decline. The inorea-
sing darlness of despair carries us to the coming of the dawn.  No-one enn foreses
 awvhat theimmediate fotme  will bring, but that what is happening at present will
lead to the evolution of n New East is very clear to us. The awnlening of
the Esst which for the last quarter of & contury wis bot' n bae consciousness,
- Tius oy galvanised by the sufferings of the Great War which have quickesied
it with new lifo and unrest. Gham Mostafn Kemal Pasha's wonder-working
hund has not only awakened the sleeping life of Turkey but has also knocked so
loudly at our Enstern gate that echoes resound neross the plains of Central
« Asia, fill the Afiican desert and ring Across the Indisn Ocean, Who ean say that
the ieverberations will not arouse every-corner of the Eastern World ?

Gentlemen, Indin eannot ignore her natural and geographical connection
with the uuiversul struggle of the East, and in making common cause with it she
harbours all those emotions of sympathy which the similarity of time, conditions,
and aings naturally produce nmong people of the same regions. She walcomes
every Enstorn nation that embarks on s I‘I..ﬂ.‘l_gj.‘"![‘ for juat.im and freedom, and
rugsroks the fate of those nations which haye been lofy behind their ecomrades, She
asatires the nationalists of Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Mesopotamin, Mordeco, und
all other eastern ecountries that the hearts of Indin’s millions are. eager for thair
sucoess hnd Lold their freedom wo less dear then the freedom of their own beloved

motherlund,
JAZIRAT-UL-ARABR.

In particular, India today resffirms her old determination to secure
tho independines of the Jagirut-ul-Arnh  This was the most important and
unatterable item of the Khilafat demonds which the Congress proclaimed in 1920,
The demand is important to Iodia not mecely because it in part of the religious
faith of & large section of hor people.  If only to advance the esuse of hor own
freedom India cannot afford to iguore it Lndin, Em.fpl:. ond Arabia are so placed
by geography and nature that their politieal fortunes have been linked for aver.
The sxistenceof o fettered Lndinis the first link of a chain that binds its
neighbonrs, It was the desire to perpetuate the slavery of Indin which mnde it
necessary . that the Suez Cunal should remain in British hands. And now
the independance of Arabis is being sacrifieed to waintain Tndia’s evil plight,
For if Avabia, whose freedomn has been trampled upon with the help of Indian
armies; bacomes a new stronghold of British power, then the frontiers of Indian
alavery will begin not from the Indian Ocean bot from the coast of Syria and
the Fersisn Gulf, — from Mosul and Diari-Bakr. Tudis assures the people
of Arabin that their independence andj freedom from foreign interforence is as
much an object of her struggle today as it was when she made her proclamation
of 1920, and that she will continue her struggle for so long as any portion of
the Arabian countries remains in aubjul}mt.iun to a foreign yoke.

CON ® ATINOPLE AND-YERAVADA JAIL

i 5 5
Gentlemen, - hough we are !directing our gage ab the splendid palaces
of the Kuilatat at constantinople in tendering our congratulations on the great
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Turkish  Vietory, our thoughts turn involuntarily towards an Indian Jail in
whose cell the greatest man in India lies, & conviet, I am certain that if outside
Turkey any person deserves first to be congratulated on the Turkish Vietory
then it is that great Generulismo of Indin—Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatms Gundhi
raised his voics in support of the Turkish cause when even within Tarkey no
ery of national protest whatever had been heard. It was his perception of fast
and insigh' nto reality which at the very first survey enabled him to grasp
all the depths and bearings of this problem, and to invite sll Indinto realise
that thi= was not merely a demand of the Mohammedans of India, but of the entive
eountry. Gentlemen, the offorts and endeavounis of India under the guidance of
Mabistun Gandhi insupport of the Khilafat demsnds, form, in fact, an important
wuil special napact of the present struggle, History will disouss its consequences, Per
haps it is premuture that we should bry to estimate all the effeots of the Khilafut
struggle but still there aie some effeols which we now peresive withoat sUrvey or
discussiog, and ench of these is so great that alone it was enongh to have induced
this national struggle. Hindu-Muslim unity, without which the freadom of India
is nuthing more than a phantasm, has trinmphed by renson of the Khilafat
struggle over those difficulties which fora long time had beset its path. The
international prestige of India in the entive Orient, a prestige which has given
India an  cminent position amongst the newly-awakened lunds of the Enat is o
consequence of this very stiruggle, But for it, what would hLave been the status
of Indin today in all Asin and Africa ? It was her srmiss that had trampled
underfoot the freedom of Turkey nnd Arabin; heuoce it i obvious that the eon-
tempt and reprobation of the entivs East would have fallsn on her. Wherever
o single Indian showed his face the finger of scorn would have been lifted : “Lo |
There goes a fellow of an unfortunate country! Ha is not only the esuse ot his
own miserabls lot; he is the canse of the sad plight of the fise nationy of
the Enst!" Buat today Indin can lift her hesd high snd say, "The stain
wherewith helplessness had suollied my garments,- my will and desive have
washed nwdy.” If it has s0 happened that without their will and desiie
thousands of Indians mnrched to the field of battla to unsheathe theie
swords against the Turks and Avabs,then of their own wish and desire thousandse
of Indiuns murched to jnil that justice might be meted out to the Arvabs aud
Turks, Today from every quarter of tho East there are ochoral veices raised
to proclwim Indin's hononr snd reputation. In Constantinople her name
is sounded as though she were the standard-besver of the freedom of ‘he Fast.
In the bazars of Cairo there is on every tongue the ory, “liod grant thee viotory,
0 Gandhi'"! This is in truth an honour like that usually accorded only to fies
nations and which subjugated India has sequired undoubtedly as & yesult of the
Ehilafot struggle. And what appears to us even greater than thess two effeats
is that intellectunl Jovelopment whish manifests itself in love of Libeuty, snd
‘which Indis hos acquired ns a result of this struggle. For any comntry that
is to become fres, the first requisite is that she should prove that she herself does
fully appreciate the value of liberty. So when Indla demanded the freedom of
Turkey and Arabis, then simultaneously with this demand she affirmed that she
herself could not live deprived of liberty. Subjugated nstior” have neither dsffre
nor will. If Indin could express her “will" aboat Turke, wr ' conld determinediy
struggle to eecure the fulfilment of that “will" thensh: .4 setured freedom ior
herself becauss the securing of freedowm is really & synonym u » ‘the expression of
the people’s will. e
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Gentlemen, I desire your permission o say that my personal fneling
about whatever [ have dons during She last four years in conuection with the
Khilufat demands has always been that sefion was merely my duty not only
s a Mohikmedan but also as an Indian. It is ‘my halief that Gie sapport of the
Ehilafut movement in India was the greatest service which tant great perscnality
in Indian hi.lt-:m-jf, r.:'.i.:f.n-'lnnl-:.ul. Gandhi, has rendered to his country.

"' DIFFICULTIES OF THE TIME

I have referred at the beginning of my sddress to the difficultios
of tha time. For the success of any musseffort unity of sction is fwperative and
disunity ia ‘digastrons. At this moment ourunity has wealkened and therefore
danger threaténs us. But [ must first invite your attention to the difficultics
of 'the moment in order that we may adequately ealimhte their natire and
extent. If ourestimate be ever so little beyond the facts or ever so-little short
of them, it will not be surprising if we fall into fresh danger. We stand today
‘in such » position that negligence is on'one side snd despair on the other. If we
nasess these difficulties as being less than t-hﬂjf H'-'-ﬂﬂ”:r' are we may fall into neglig-
ence and if we take an exaggerated view of our difficolties we ave in danger of
plunging into despair.  We must be peither ﬂiﬂligﬁﬂt- nor appalled.  Wa must
fuce difficulties and overcoms them. Bat this is'only possible ‘when we have guits
accurately eatimated them. For our parpose, soales and measurements are nesded

more than arms.
Wo e B s
= LNIFQ HMITY (.IF LA.WS OF H{}CIAL LIFE i

We should at t.'lun stage reflect on those natural Lawa govarning the
sooial life of the world which, though they may he scespted by intellect'sre often
obscured by strong emotions, We are as much the product of the life and the
movement on thix wonderful globe an are other countless and obseure ereatures
who are bronght into existence by its uniform revolutions and are éven now
seuttered over its bosom, Our world iwselfl is but a small fraction of & universe of
which we can find neither the length nor the breadth; but we have discovered
that it is nnifbrm in all its changes, and though it displays innumerable forms of
life and movement, yet, like the will of their Creator the Law of their existence
w one. It i uniform, allembraeing, unu.h.uugding snd  umgue, What has
happened once will continue to happen aiways, The experiences of .one will be
repeated by all others; no event really new ever takes place; nothing is really
dissimilar to, and distinet from all other things. In the words of Umar
I{b.lﬁnm the philosopher—poet ofi Persia : “There is but one story of her life
which s alwayn repested under new names and new forms” Or to quote the
byief words. of the famons French writer Victor Hugo, “The story of ;I;u world's
events is a continuous répitition.”

Just as the poets have mused upon this perfect u':milurit_ﬂﬁ' the
events of the world and the unchanging uniformity of the laws of life, historians
heve observed and philosophers have drawn  their conclusions therefrom. We
aa political Hﬁr‘.lpru should aleo open ouy eyes to this truth, for this uniformity of
lnw spplies t-u.-mu'ﬂ.;;.r jost as it applies to individuals, Evenm the uu]mdunl;
have bodies anc® .ins and all the powers and qualities which appertain to them,—
signilarly, societies have bodies, and brains, and PIFE]:]H]UE‘I.EI.]. states produced by their
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coubinations. Tt isinevitable that the same typesof mind and the same envirou-
ments should be similarly affected. Just as the sotsof individuals are the yesult nov
of their individuality but of their mental and physical conditions, so also the acts of
societies arve not due to their peculisr individuality but are theresults of their mental
condition and environment. Societies having the same temperament will
react similarly under the same environment. The beginning and the end of nations
their rise and full, their lethargy and energy, their freedom and their subjuga-
tion, their successes snd theiv failures arve all subject to one law. (Exactly
that which has hoppened to onenation will happen to all other nations thak
come after it, This wonderful unifurmity of the laws of socinl life has been
thus expressed by s philosopher-historidn | of the thirtesnth century of the
Christian ers, Abdul Rahmean Ibni Khaladoon, who first formulated the principles
of the philosophy of history, “If we eliminate all references to names and time,
the history of one nation will be exactly the history of all other natipns t all other
times ; for menand dates constitute the only differencein the histories of different
nations.” The same truth has been expressed by o famous French wyiter of thase
days, Dr. Gustave Le Bon,in & more comprehensive and learned form :  “When
we have discovered , and formulated the laws of soeinl psychology in the
same way 88 those of individual psychology, it will become possiblefor us to write
» the history of a particular nation and, civilization, and use it as the ltiﬂtulr_'f of
- every other nation and eivilization. Tt will be permanently useful to us—like a
millenium ealendar,” '

NATIONAL STRUGGLE AND ITS STAGES &,

Gentlemen, It is ohsolutely necessary for ns today to consit
essential implications of this law of national existence, This, and this alo)
remove unreasonable astonishment and fears. We should remember tha
is happening todsy i4 neither new nor unusual. It is au old, invarial
unsvoidable secompaniment of the ordeal of =pativnal endeavour aud &
through which India i= passing. We are only doing what has been done
Before us is & spectacle which the lives of past generations have foreshs
In adding a new page to the history of nations we have merely Wi&_ﬂ
illustration of the universality of this law of social life.

. Tt ie o well-established fact that nations awaken after periods of
and that after thelr mental and moral conditions have aleered, their materi
also undergoes a gradusl change. To borrow thie metaphor of an old
metaphysician, named -Herman, “When individuals are in & state of apat
indiffererice the national soul is-asleep ; at the time of their mental revol
dreams ; when their,feelings ‘are roused it stirs till at last it rises and sets
the path of endeavour.” On this rosd, gentlemen, there are definite stay
fized, unaltevable rules for the guidance of travellers. Every caraw
travels along this rond must pass every single one of these stages. The ti
awaiting the successful caravan are glorioud, but the cbstacles before it are it
able: its victory will be momeritous, but the hardships on the way'are gn
unavoidsble, The dificulties facing it are internal us well as external,
to undergo mental and physical trials and to suffer internal é=otiens and
from without, *The path is full of stumbling blocks and pitfalis sad the

cannot yroceed at an even pace, "It is forced 'to halt at times and
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cautiously. 1t must nerve itseli for a fresh effort after every set-back and increase
its speed after every halt. This journey is not a consistent progress from trium
* to triumph, but ultimately suecess must attend us.  Vietory cannat be achieved atl
“every step but it comes at last and is sublime !

Gentlemen, the divine law of existence cannot be suspended for our
benefit, Now that we hdve set out on this journey all its stages lie ahead of us
and must be traversed.  [f our speed has slackened there is nothing unusual or
strange about it, and it i5 time we quickened our pace again. 1l our march has
come to 4 dead halt we must start afresh. If we have been unable to agree on
a particular question, if there has been a rift in our unity, it does not matter in the
least. Why should we not re-unite 7 This is merely a test to which we have been
subjected as have all our predecessors on the path of liberty, and we must come
triumphantly through it as other heroie nations have come through it in the past
There ™o occasion for fear or despair. The lightaing which has stricken us is
one of the ordinary accidents of this venture. It has overtaken many before us
and will overtake many who will come after us,

A STAGE OF TRIAL,

_ Let us fopa moment examine the real nature of the difficulties before us
from the stand-point of the psychology of social action, It is unnecessary to
say that as in the case of individuals, the brain is the original fountain-head of
the actions of nations. When the mental growth of the individusle of a nation
reaches a stage where it can make itsell felt externally, it awaits a suitable
opportunity, Under favourable circumstances it requires more than anything el
a.strong incentive that, prevailing over all divergencies and differences of thought
and opinion, provides a converging point for all the nmttaru# elements of “the
people.  When the brains of individuals are united into the composite brain of
the community, then the element of emotion becomes more operative therein than
reason or perception. So this converging centre alsp is born of.sentiment and
not'of perception. And when such a condition is brought about, active effort
makes its appearance, and, in proportion to its energy, it rises and clashes with
opposing forees. Then it exther succeeds n reaching a delinite limit or in obedience
to natural laws it suffers repeated interruptions, These also have their various
aspects .and are governed by different rules. But in every condition it is im-
perative that at some stage or the other the law of reaction should have effect
Then all of a sudden, symptoms ol depression and despondency supervene, and
their greatest effect is on equanimity of thought. It is as though mnumerable
pages were bound together m a binder which has become loose or unfastened.
New difierences arise ; disintegration supervenes and there comes a time of great
trial for national effort.  Sinee, like all conditions of society, this condinon s
also” natural, knowledge and  percepticn ecan mfluence it inonly a small degree
Howsoever judiciously minded and well-acquainted with past experiences of the,
wotld the individuals of a nationor a community may be, they cannot stifle their
natural sentiments, or eliminate conditions and effects arising from them, But, if the
brain and heart of effort be sound and unaffected then evervthing that happens is a
mere mitor ailment of the body. The life of effort is safe from danger. Often there
arises the phase.pf sirrested activity and sometimes this assumes the aspects of
a dangerous sospension of life, « But, as soon as that period passes which was
necessury to allow the after-efiects of this disorder to wear off, then immediately
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this temporary seeming.depression is dispelled and effort manifests itself in all
its ongmal energy and fervour.  Or rather, in many cases effort becomes stronger
and more sustained than before, because this temporary suspension was merely
peripheral. The inner forces had remained continually at work. Now in its
later manifestations there is an addition to effort of newer forces to those previously
existing.

Like all the changes and alterations of this world, the actionsol com-
munities either languish or persist. “They are not always born afresh ; there are
rises and falls. We make a mistake in interpreting a fall as a cessation, and a
rise asanew birth. We would be in error in regarding the suspension of any
national activity as a cessation of activity—an etror similar to that of coneluding
that the tides of the ocean will not rise tomorrow because they have ebbed
to-day. -
Thus, our national struggle has suffered suspension alter activity. The
struggle was proceeding at a rapid pace, when suddenly the Bardoli decision
signalled a halt. In obedience, we paused abruptly, and it was only natural that
the sudden pause should produce ashock. From this shock all those effects
ensued which are the natural results of suspended activities. It is an effect of
that shock that our organisation has been shaken. [t appears that the goods
which were packed and [astened are being rapidly unpacked and unfastened.
The general inactivity of the movement, the split in the Congress, the rupture in
Hindu-Muslim unity, the failure of all attempts to bring about a union—all these
are natural results of the shock our movement has received.

Gentlemen, this is a stern trial from which we must emerge triumphantly
nerved by our determination to secure vietory, and -we should not be surprised if
we have to strive very hard indeed for success, But nonetheless, 1 hope that
you will not take incidents to heart more bitterly than the case warrants. To
one who understands the psychology of nations and is a student of history this
condition appears exactly like that of a man who has paused for a breathing
space while running a long race.

We should not object’if our opponents and eritics prefer to be decieved
by our present condition for they are in such a mental state that they will recognise
power only when it is brought face to face with them. But we should have no
doubts as to the real strength of our position. What is it that we have lost? All the
intellectual springs of cur efforts are still strong and its foundations are still un.
shaken. Why should we be despondent about lassitude affecting our limbs when
there is no slackening of vigour in the beating of our hearts ? Can we doubt the
evidence of our senses? Do we not feel that there is a faith engraved on our
hearts and ever present as an ideal before our eyes, infusing with its spirit every
vein and artery of our body 7 :

Gentlemen, Permit me today to make an announcement on your behalf
which will be a real interpretation of your convictions. | assert with the greatest
confidence that our struggle continues as before, , We are in a state of suspended
ammation which has delayed our amving at a definite decision, but which has
not stopped the struggle. Prohlems concerning intelligence, enthusiasm, and
effort have arisen, but we emphatically deny that there can Yo any question of
gur relinquishing the struggle or even of temparary despair.

But while | have drawn your attention to the fact that there is no cause
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for despair, T must tell you that there is also no excuse for slackening our efforts.
We should not forget the experiences of every day life that, however trifling
an . mdisposition may be it can ba rendered fatal Lhrnugh neglect, The tral
before us today is a temporary sfatkemng of pur activities provided we do
net let our ailment grow into anything serious. How can we guard against
this 7 What is the solution of tha problems of the time ? The answer is known
to every one of us but it is difizult to aet aceordingly. Unity is all we need and it
15 in ofder to establish it that we have gathered here today.

This memorable day should provide us with a welcome opportunity of
passing through the present trial We have invited the world to wateh our trial
and its conseguences. Wil we use our opportunities correctly and well ? A few
hours will provide an answer

NON-VIOLENT NON-CO-OPERATION.

We must base our discussion on elementary prineiples, and we have already
adopted the principle of Non.violent Non.co.operation for the achievement of our
objects. Non.co-operation is based on that simple but universal faith of the world
that we should not co-operate with evil lest it should inerease, and therefore it is
our duty to leave it alone, It is a truth preached in common by all the religions
and moral philosophies of the world. And if in this definition the word “injury”
be substituted for the word “evil” (and in my opinion the twd are synonymous)
then we find non co-operation to be not only be a universal belief of mankind but a
- natural tendency in the animal world.  The preachings of all religions ring in our
_ears.  Islam has made ‘Tark-i-Mawalat’ (Non-co.operation) compulsory upon its
Eu&]uwers, with the intention that they should not support or strengthen those
individuals or bodies whose activities are injurious to their pation. The same
doctrine is found in other ecountries also. Similarly in the sphere of national
effort, there is not only a common belief in the principle of Non.co-operation but
Non-co:operation has even been adopted as the universal principle of action; for
it i very obvious that no community or nation in the world can win its ngh't&
through co.operation. All nations have won fresdom through therr own efforts,
and effort implies opposition and struggle—not co-operation.  The boycott and
passive resistance, the greatest weapons of a Non-co-operator, are not the fruit of
new doctrines.

Wherever weak individuals and communjties have been unable to offer arm-
ed resistance to tyranny they have adopted this method as the only means of attain.
ing their object. “~‘Suffer everything, but never turn your face away from what
you consider to be right."" This has bean for agas the common adviee ol religion,
mosality and nationalism in this world. [t ean truly be said thatin the weak and
hnlptﬂs beginnings of every religion, these principles are its only support and
“strength.! We see it engraved upon the ecross of jemsaiem The streats of
Mecca have heard its grand appeal. The first two centuries in the history of the
Christian faith were 4 romance of this principle, When in ghe time of the Roman
Emperor, Severus, the weak fouridations of the Christian Church were beifg shaken
by the storms of tyranny and /injustice, it was the unconquerable spirit of this
principle that maiptsined the structure intact. A Christian martyr of that period,
Tertulian, read a statement before the Roman judges which has been pressrved,
and which you now read in the famous American writer, Draper's Coufies
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between Religion and Seipnee,  "'Our community hasnot been existing for long,
but is there a place where we are not found 2 Cities, islands, provinces, forts,
the barmacks of the armies, ‘the court of the Empire; the chamber of the Senate—
we are always found in the great places of your government.  We have keft you
nothing in yourgrovines except your p'l:ird:r of 'I-'-':‘.H':ihip. Tllil'.tl'rl. over ik, - We ean
raise & storm of civil war il weso desire, but our religion teaches us that it is
better to be killed than to kill. Consequently, we sgiler and do net stove.”  What
mare perfect and more effective expression o passive resistance ean diere be ?
And today after seventeeh hundred years we can act precisely.on-the words of
that Chiristian martyr. o

COUNT LEO TOLSTOY. .

Probably the first man, who in modemn times has preached passive resis-
tance as a weapon to obtain political rights.and to oppose the injustice
of government as a substitute for armed revolution, was the great and truly Chris.
tian teacher of Russia, Count Leo Tolstoy, He has brought it into prominence in
his world-famous teaching, The intellect of that great teacher made a vebement
protest against the soulless matenalism of Western civilization, the intolerable
inequality of social conditipns, the ruthless nppt‘usmns by capitalism, and the
tyranny of the Orthodox Russian Church. It is owing to this extremist tendency
in Tolstoy, that an ex-president of America remarked concerning his revolutionary
theonies in the Awmerican Ouilook that “they have without hesitation, passed
the bountds of moderation and pr acticability. ™ But, inall the teachings of
Tulﬂ-l:ujr, passive resistance is a doctrine the simplicity and practicability of wh.t;-h
is obyious, and beyond doubt shows the warld the easiest way to its aspirations.

The esseaual spint of Tolstoy's teaching is that war and murder must be
brought to an end and justice snd human rights need not and should not be
opposed with arms; for their power is based on the institutions which they have
spread broadeast, and if people will merely refrain from helping them to prosper by
takipg no part in these institutions; they will not be able to survive for a mdment,

MAHATMA GANDHI.

The world has always needed practical guidance more than theoretical
preaching. The truth is not new to the world, bui that which gi\ﬂ
truth new groatness and success is the recogmition of truth and pursinit of it
Everyone knows that it is our duty to fight for freedom ) But Ythough Tolstoy
first gave form 1o the practice of Nomco.operation, nevertheless, “his work
waited practical exposition at the hands of another personality—so great a per.
sonality that he seems to have been selected by Providenee for his task:  This
was Mahatma Gandhi. Even before Tolstoy had preached, the world knew of the
itruth of the Non.co-operation amovemem but before Mahatma  Gandhi's - advent
it did not not understand how soul-force could be employed in actual practice.

THE #.GEHAMME OF NON-CO-OPERATION.

The method of Non-co-operation which India has adopted under the guidance
of Mahatma Gandhi, although in its first principles the same as iz world has seen
before, has changed in geveral respects. At first it was an ethical course; now
it is a political programme.  As presented by Tolstoy the beliefs and principles
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were so extremely comprehensive that, on the one hand, they clashed with the
existing thoughts and belisfs of men and. with many of their rules of conduct,and on
‘the other, they were Faced by estreme practical difficulties, Butthe present form
of Not.co.operation has acquired a complete definiteness. There 18 nothing  in it
now whith ‘esnflicts with religious.orpolitical belicfs—nothing of any such com.
plexity that it cannst be brought into operation within a very short time. Non.
violence is rezlly the soul of Non-co-operation butif non-viclencebenot acceptedas an
article of faith it is enough if it be accepted as expedient and politic, To sever
all those connections which bind the bureaucratic power to the people of India is
‘the cenizal belief of Non-co-operation butit - has greatly limited its sphere of activi-
ties. [t desires to be 3o operative that however rigurm its appl'matinn may be,
it occasions the least possible suffering to those whouse it as a weapon.

Self-sacrifice, seli-restraint and the strength of our moral spirit are the
weapons prescribed for use in this battle. But the movemsnt allows us Ffull
latitude, and except irom a select body of men who can be an example to the
coufitry, it does not demand from the mass of the people anything that is very

dificull. It can .be asserted with the utmost confidence that for all people
strugging for their rights it has become a principle of political action which is
extremsly simple and tharefore practical. [t assures a bloodless victory to all
th= nations of the wacld, and keepsin view not only the truth of ‘principles but
also the difficulties of action. '

FORMULATION OF THE PROGRAMME

Gentlemen, many differences have arisen amongst us concerning certain
items of the Non-co.operation programme. Thesa really concern “only parts of
th= mathod of work but they have led to arguments, and discussions from which
as is usual new questions have eropped up.  The first of these questions to come
bxfore us is the nature of our programme. This programme when it was once put
mnto practice produced its natural consequences. But it has not led us o the
conelusion of the struggle and all its battles have yet to be fought. Now, what is
th: nature of this programme? Isit a programme capable of being put into
praziizs cnee only, sothat if it fails we must find another ? OF i it like the un.
ehanzing and eternal truths of morality and religion which must be preached for
an ia 1:9nite pariod since their object will be achiaved only when the .':mm:r_-;r or the
goeater” part of the country has accepted them? My answer (o both the above
qaestions is in the negative. The programme was not merely a temporary nitkes
shilt tor a momentary occasion nor is it anything eternal orunchanging. Both
pasitions are extrems and the truth liss between them. The programme has the
straagth of religion and the Aexibility of the principle of political action, It takes
imto consideration exizencies of bath necessity and duty.

But i order to come to a clear understanding it is necessary for us to
racall how the programme originated, In this connection I wish to place befare,
vour my views, which have not changed in the least since the beginning of the Nog.
ea-operation maovement. The Non-co-operation programme was fully formulated
bhafora #t was accepted by the special session of the Congress at Caleutta.
From that time down to the present day 1 have never for a mmnlimaginqd
that the Nen-co-operation programme stood for either of the extreme pasitions |
have mentioned above.
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The lundamental prineiple of this programme-is this, that we should
obtain by olur unarmed and non-violent struggle such a victory-aganst the present
armed bureaucracy of India that it be compelled to lay duwn its arms defore the
will of the Indian people. We have interpreted the will of Indma as expressing
wself i the Khilafat, the ‘Punjab and Smr;u demands. But our aims are not
comprised in many words | they are ﬁ:-:prus;d i one bricl sentence.  As with any
other eotntry so with India the question that awaits a decision is only this,"Should
the will of the people prevail, or only such rule as has been established k) armed
doree" 7

How will our unarmed struggle be put into practice 7 For a reply to this
Auestion our programme undoubtedly invites us to action which is not inspired by
mere necessily of expediency but rather by firm convietion. It tells us that we
must hold alool from co-Operation with the present system of government for _T_hiq
reason  that we should not side with a power for evil and for. this
additional reason that by non-co-operating with it we can so weaken it that it will
‘hecome ‘incapable of opposing us.  This progrmme comprises both duty 2nd
necessity « that is the unanimous verdict of religion, ethics, experience, and histor.
We should not become an mstrument of the inustice meted out to us—and who
can controvert this ? It 15 the decisive evidence ol expenence and history that
no nation in the world has won freedom by co.operating with an: alien power; nor
has any nation been granted iis freedom as a free gill since such would be opposed
to the very nature of power—as none will deny

H our withdrawal from active co-operation he brought about simultane-
ously and unanimously then no thinking mind can doubt that the history of India
can be changed between the rising and setting of a single sun, But how can this
be brought about ¢ All our difficulties lie in this simple question. In this war,
which s not a war, the answer to the question must be our first concern.

I will not enumerate in detail the dificulties before us. [.need only
mqnt_in:m that out of regard for these diﬂ'n:ul_lieu olir movement has adu'ptgd a prinei-
ple of action which solves them altogether, It is not deemed at all necessary for
success that our movement should wait for a time when all the co-uperators
in the country will have become non-co-operators or till an overwhelming m ajo ity ore
prepared to act according to the programme of Non-co-operation.  For the purposes
of our movement, action by a certain limited number of persons is sufficient. 1§ that
number is forthcoming the individuals forming it will wish to be joined by the rest but
they will not wait for them.  The Non-co-operation movement has divided its work into
two natural compartments. The first is the collection of the materal of war
and the second is the prosecution of the war itself. By the material of warfare
we mean men inspired with the spirit of passive resistance. The waris a cunflict
between our passive strength and bureaucratic power and it must come soorer of
later to a decisive issue.  To secure its first object, the movement has appealed
to these in the couneils, educational institutions and courts of the' government 1o
non.co-operate, because it believes that in these centres of un-i:rp:n-llinn' are tohe
found men who make the best warriors for the maintenance of the bufeaveratic
ascendency as also as for the prosecution of -the national struggle. That is.
Nofi-co-operation invites their aid with the two-fold object of depriving the enemy
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of his finest troops and of providing itself with the best fighting materink. Whaen
in response to this appeal n number of men have been wollected the “first army
of Non-cooperation is in the ficld. This army will be the ehief und central actors
in the stroggle, and the future hopes of the movement will rest nob on the
estintry but on thearmy. On the one hand, this first army will embark on the
campaign without delay ; and, on the other, it will absorb into it from time to
time, new forces by the magnetism of its call and its practical example,

<"Po accomplish its finnl purposs, it has adopted the programme of Civil
Diigobedionce. This ia its real battle and on this depends the determining of the
isgue, This course of action has rendered unimportant the questionl whether the
whole of the countey will be able to net up to the programme of Non-ct-opera-
tion within adefinite period of time. It has alsoobvinted the question which will arvise
{if in complinnes with its nppeal large numbera quit the Government eduentional
institutions and lnw courts) ns to whether we will be able to hold the people together
firmly throughout the eourse of the campaign. It will have lictle effect on the
movement if the whole country eannot sapport it. The numbers of its support-
ers do not mutter. Failore to supporct it will oeension vegret to the movemang
Lk not despair,  Doubtless it appeals to the sense of duty and convigtions of all
people, but ns the programme of the struggle, it does not stand in need of uniform
or complete support. It is not blind to the et that the sections of eommuni-
ties are not governed by logie and reason. It realises that mass action is rather
the ereature of santiments and emotions. Eitlier the community progresses rapidly
or it ia motionless, It vary rarely moves at a uniform spesd.  The alternation of
ebb wnd fAow s, thevelore, inevitible. When n eertain ’itm:ﬂll]ld!l'-l.‘l haa been ereated
the merest sign will draw thousands to the posy'of action. But when the
nt.muaplmrc r:hnngm. nob even ropoited i&::xt.i a will stir o single individual
How ean such an  atmosphere be genernted? It can come only through
s struggle—in this case the struggle i3 Civil Disobedience. If thercfore the
movement is at all anxious about anything, its apprehensions ace only for
its fivst army. The victory of the movement orits defeat on dhe feld of battle
dopends entively on the moral success or failure of ita army. It requires
_-t_.lml; this pioncering army, howevar small in nombers, should possess
nob quantitative but  qualitative  strength. It should convert itself intoa
living example of the Non-coc-operation erecd—immovable na o mountain, re: istless
s the sea. It should persevore in sacrifices and defeat the lethargyand indifference
of the country by the poweiful foroe of its magnetism and attractiveness,
It believes that if such a foree s established in the country and it perseveres
in the struggle, there will sdon be many oceasions for econfliot and  teials of
strength. Such is the law of such a struggle.  Andonce the atmosphete necossary
for sueh n campnign is evented people will hasten to join it of their own aecond
and-there will be no dearth of vecruits.

If the movement does not succeed in its purpese at the first atbempy
it does nobt matter in the lesst. That soldiers have been wounded will not
dishenrten it. It will persevere in its taskeand spend the intervening peried of
time in such n way a8 to create as rarly as possible the atmosphere needed for the
next attack, When the necessary abmosphere have been worked up, it will g
be‘found braving the dangers of the strugule.

Doubtless ite programme in itself seems to attain its objects within u
definite period. Tt does not preseribe sustained effort. That i why its leaders
had thought that the results of the first attempt would mature within a year,
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I helieve that the question raised by the presant dissimsion is settled
i farte by his explanation of the order and eourse of netion, Eoth aspects
of the question ave renlly Cirrelevant tothe isswe. “Thi was not o programue £9
be acted upon once and then disearded ; nor is it right that we should eontinne
preaching it ns & moral principls irrespective of results and eireumstanoes.
Une half of it i not warfiwe really but o demuand for the soldiers for wiifire.
Its plan of enmpaign stands ws in good atead “niain nnd again aF we engnge in
fresh confliots. The second pmt of the struggle depends upon the setfuring of
a suitable field of action and it ey not be very conclusive ut the first skivmish,

THE NON-CO-OPERATION MENTALITY,

From the sbove it is clenr how hrelevent are the misunderstandings
Whudiously propaguted about the montality of the Non-vo-operntion movement, [4
‘has been alleged that it is a chullenge to western civilization and aeience, that it
prenchios instzad of palities n new code of morals and a new religion und that udvo-
cating a complete divores from wor ldly activities it stands for retrogression ynther
tha progress. I assert emphbatically that this s an interpretation of our idens to
'ﬂ'll%ﬂ do not give countenance,  Non-co-operstion has nothing to do dipectly
with aduenations] secial or civie questions, Without doubt, there are in India
various schools of thought about the good and bud elements in Western eulture
und vivilization. In fisct even the mental tranquility of Europe and America has
beer, disturbed and new principles and idess ave inundating the human mind,
Of course, Gandhi, like Tolstoy, bos his own idess sbout  the guestion but the
Non-co-operation movement lins no views beyond ite single aim, It teaches
no new religious oreed to its followwrs pur does it rmise up o pew edifice
of prayer and repuncistion. It win all its heavings, a political programme based
on facts and truths, That is why religion, morality and history all recognise
it equally and give it theirown names. Ifit preaches n buyoott of schaols aud
law courts, it does so ,not beauss it is opposed to Enropean seiences and
lagal proctice but beoauss it i nntagonistic to the power under wj;iinh Iudiang
have to work in these institutions and remain useful tools of the buresuciacy.
If it iusists on the use of Khaddar it does s0 not because it bas seb fuself
nguinst cosily dress or any puarticular style but because it prefers  home-made
cloth” to foreign—also becuunse it believes thut the country requives for its
politioal sulvation and fieedom the adoption of simple, social habits and the spiriy

of rigorous self-discipline.

FIRST EXPERIMENTS

Let us now consider oir present condition, In mecordance with the
first part of our programme, we issued a call to*the people; they focked
to our standard and afirst group of workers was formed. As provided
for by the movement itself, ciroumstances then brought about anstwcsphere
of tension and the contest began, This heppened in December 1921, Now
this is n very important question not only for ns but for the whole world—
How far did our programme work oul successfally?

What is the true eviterion of suceess? We are judging two distinot things,
The same critesion connot apply to both. There is first, the programme of Non-
vo-operation 3 then, there is the effort we expended on its realipation, Ifwe
bould not gain our ullimate ends at a first attempt surely it is not just to
Iny - ‘the“responuibility for the failure at the door of ‘the progrumme As 3
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practieal programme its  sncecss consists in  demonstrating by experience
its pructioshility, offectivensss and fruitfulness. 1P sach ovidence is procurable,
nought remains needed to show its sneesss,  Our own enceess, of conrae, hangs m
the buanes still. As to the saccaess of our endeavours, [ reluse to believe that the
avtainment of the ultimate goul is its evitevion. To gain the end in view i
not merely - nosoccsss bat final and complete vietory and it s necessary to achieve
savernl sicosmes bafore wa win a final viotory, 1t vemaing for us thevefore to see
if we hite ashieved nny of these preliminary sucoosses,

THE SUCCESSES OF THE EXPERIMENT.

Gentlemon, T vanture to assert that to my mind the programme has
nat only suspecddd but sneessded to tho greabest extent possible of such
progeamme, If three years before, it waa a principle the suesess tor which eould
ba demoustrated by logieal rensoning, it 4 todny o tried boliel for whose
effectiveness observation and experience Stand witness,

Conjurs up for a minute all the difficalties and obstacles lying in its way |
consider also the short time allowed to it for progress throagh the three stoges
of theorstical exposition, training nnd proeties ; do not forget that it was the first
practical step the country teok towards fresdom—then you will see Wwhat
wonderful results have besn arvived at. How is it possible for us to think of
of failure? Which one of the items of Non-co-peration has proved peactic-
shle and which one of its practices ave manifestly ineffective? Did not
numerous people quit the Government institutions? Did they uob renouncs
all ‘those worldly ndvantages and comforts which they enjoyed T Did nnﬁ
sentimants of selfsnacifics swasp the whola of the cauntey ¥ Did not thonsandsof
people willingly betake themselves to the gaols ' Did not the entire rmht.rlrjr
organization of the Government failed to open the door of a singld shop on the
ocenaton of the Aarfal consoquent upon.the Prince's visit!? Does not every
morning and every evening of tha year 1921 bear testimony to the existence of a
national will in Indin that ean stand firm in the stress of battle.

National revolutions ave first brought sabout, not on the survfuce of the
Iand, but in the depths of human hearks und minds, Nom-co-opsration complete-
Iy chiangad Inding montality in twelve months. It suddenly promoted the polits-
enl afiprieity of all the classes of the nations It wafted the message of liberty and
patrivtism to every singls individual of this continent. It altered entirely che
cowrse of life for thousands of people. So completely did it erndicate fenr of
punichments and pains in the csuseof liberty that imprisonment has become & sport
and formidable law courts, theatves of publie entertainmeant, In short, there is not
single avenue in the stiuggle for liberty that it has not laid open to us. If
nll these are evonts of yesterday’s happening what more s needed to domonstrate
that the programme is wise, practical and unervingly effeotive. The
Non-eo-operation movement never elaimed to repent the traditional miracles
of old. It humbly held that if the eountry scted up to it, it could without the
use ot violencs or weapons aoquire such strength us would prove irvesistible to the
baresueratic power. Do not all these results then constitute a conelusive proof of

guceess | :
THE FIRST BATTLE.

If T am asked how far our endesvours have succeeded in open con- -
flict I should like to review the events of Decewber 1921 when the bureaucratie
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powers had elaared for s the way to defensive Civil ~Disobedionce by the
enforecoment of the Criminal Law Amendment Aet.  This was our real en-
eounter: 1 want to place upon vecord this fact of history that the contest
conmunced on the 2od - of Dicember and two weeks had not quite elapsed wlien
signs -of the defoat of bureauoratio domination were already visible and our
oppotients had parfores to aeknowledge the strength of our movement. There
was nothing lefi for the bursaneracy but to consent to a postponement of hostilities
or to paaca « Non-co-oparation was, therefors, then sufficiently advanced pe 1o deal
with the opposition as with an equal adversary—in a position to treak on terms
stipulnting that the question of defeat for either side he waived, that both should
temporarily suspened their activities, that the Government should withdeaw the
Criminal Law Amendmont Actwnd relesse the prisoners, that the Congress should
abandon the boyeott of the Prince's wisit and that a Round Tabls Conforence
be summoned Inter to deliberate over the demands the countey. On the 218 of
December, the Viceroy, in replying to a Deputation at Caleatta, appesled for Lhe
coming together of a ound Tuble Conference in such o tone as spokesmen for the
bureancracy have noverformerly emploved. He expressed his enrnest desive to
secure by any meane possible either atruce or peage. 1 have mentioned this
incident not becauss 1 consider it o great triumph of our eause, for our aims are
high and, in keeping with them, the standard of our suceess is also high. It
B not & mighty schievement for us that a desire for unconditional peace niose
in_the other oamp. I believe it to be merely a preliminary success. [t has shown
that our course of nction s effvctive and 1za:urrln;F, s that our methods Are
capable of chianging an overbearing and hoatile attitude in the Government, into
one of eompliance and concession.

i ] Sl e

A LULL

Gentlemen, in a perusal of the history of - notional stroggles we nlwiys
encounter records of a few mistakes, side by side with many remariable achisve- 3
ments.  Under circumatances of confliot mistakes are as it were, almost inevitable,
I beliove thot the decision at Bardoli was, so far ns  onr struggle is ooncerned,
wuch & mistake.  We eannot, of course, help regretting it but we foel that it
was bound to happen.  We eonld not avoid it. As a mabber of fisct, -the ficst
decisive abage of our struggls came to an end with the 'Baedoli decision. Sinea
then wehave paused in the struggle so that the war continues but there isa

peried of inactivity before the netunl contest. ;
¥ .

THE COUNCILS CONTROVERSY

Geontlemen, sinee I was released from' gaol lost Janunry T have felt
that my first duty wns to remove thopresont division of opinion, As it was neccsary
for the purpode to withold from espousing ony side by the expression of
my personnl views, Thave not yet bad an opportunity of putting forward my views
ne to the actual controversy. Today ia the first time that T declnre myself. T have
pursonnl friends in bath the parties  which the mail.rnv&m_n,- hns, erented and
I have ns much respeet for their abilities and services as every Indian citizan s
have. This, however, doesinot deter me from olearly expressing my own line of
thought. For, if I refrained from domg g0, 1 would not only be Imking inan
sense of duty “but weald be guilty of o ‘bétrayal of the econfidenes that you have
reposed in me. i
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"The first thing I wounld. like to mention about this econtroversy is that
I beliaye far too much importanos has been aseribed to it by bolh the  parties to
the dispute. I venture to affirm that the cause of our present difliculties lies in
this mistake,

Obviously, whenever therve is o difference of opimaon, we should pause
to consider if it is w difference of principle or of dotails,

Docs it strike: at the root, or at n branch oniy? Ifit i5 a dilference of
principle, it s our daty to hold to aar opinions with the utmoest steadfnsiness |
determifntion= Thore is than no seope for compromise or for smoothing diffe-
rencestover, The question of the majority or misority of opinions is relevent,
Fiven the question of diseipline eannot aifuctit-  IF outhe contrary, we differ as 1o
datails the position s eomplately altared. Of eourse, wa-have no resson in this
ense  to  ohange our opinions but we need not be so very rigid in  their
nppliection a8 to admit of no elasticivy.  If necessary, we may even ignore onr
own opinions, If necessary we can sacrifice small things to expediency. Unity
in‘the purty, obediencs to the will of the majority and  onderliness of discip-
line must be maintained at all costs, RHesolution and perseverence are qualitiesof the
first ovder for people, but only when they are expended in the proper plaes and
i wiss propertion. i

1 can unhesitatingly assert that this difference was really not one of
principle for the Non-co-operation movement.  What 8 Non‘co-operation consie-
dored a8 o Prinoiple? T s suve no-one wonld urge in voply that it is those items
of the programme wiere educationnl institntions, law courts and Councils are speci-
fieally mentioned. It T8 sortainly not synonymous with the boyeott of govern-
ment institutions or with dissunding voters from goihg to the polis. It is
sonpething higher than all these things. DBuot we know that this difference  wos
not whether or no we should eo-operate with the Counurils but whether we should
adopt the same attitude towards the second elections to the Councils as iwe had
done st the first or intreduce any changes into our attitude. 1 fail to comprehend
why striot adbierence to the evsed of Noncooperstion should not accomedate
soveral seliools of thought, It is 0 onse of difference in opinions aa to one of the
items of the programine. Lshould like to ask why even the question of the
entire change of the Non-co-oparation programme should be vonsidered & question
of principle ! The bisiz of Non-co-operation 1 that we eannot co-opernte with the
bureaucratic administration. When s person admits this, he s o non-co-operator.
Of course whatever we decide will be binding upon the people.  But it 1= in no way
a principle ; it is a detail ; not the goal but the means. If there is a difference
of opinion in this matier thosamesigniticance cannot be nttached to it ae to o
differenca +in principle.

Freedom is our poal and non-violenee and Non-co-operation are our princi-
ples.  For the attainment of our goal we have adopted o programme every one
of whose items is a means to the end. We cannot change the creed or renounce
the principle but we can change our taeties any moment at will If we refuse
to introduce such changes, it means that we refuse to fight,

But it is to be greatly regretted that this difference has nequired for the
parties coneerned the significance of » diffarence in principle. Such energy hos
been exponded upon the question as though the very life of the nationn! struggle
hung upon . On the one side, it has besn affirmed that it is o difference of
principle. If the principle i Non-co-operation ware really so narrow ‘1 would
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respoctfully say that Noneco-operation is impractieable. On the other hand,
emphasis has been laid upon the fact that the "divergences have led to & division
in the united atrength of the Congress. But, if such minor diferences warrant
division and the formation of parties in the body politic of the Congress, Twill have
to admit regretfilly ‘that no organization in the world esn exist under stch
sireumstances, However, T do not agree with the importance given to the
matter under disoussion. This qoestion wns nssuredly not one for which we
should have risked all our union, our enthusinsm and all that we had hitherto
sequired. T can confidontly sny that—whatever may be the doclsion of the
‘Gayn Congress about the boyeott or otherwiss of the Conneils—if we had remained
united, none of our presentdiffienllics which have been responsible for frit teringnway
the valuable year 1923 could havesurvived. What is the real cause of the breachin
Hindu-Muslim anity ? I say it is mesely this difference in your midst and the Jack
of employment and work before the eounbry consequent npen it, When the people
had no longer the task on which thay had set their hearts, it was inevitable that
internecing disputes should arise. ' When j‘u{:-l‘ﬂ expending so great an amount of
energy on giving the progeamme a certain shape, you might as well consider for &
moment  that she real seoret of success lies not merely in the quality of the
weapons and the highroands chosen, but in the actual strength of the nrmy  itself,
As to what the woapons should be is a question of minor importance. The real
question is what the soldiers should be like, What should their maral fibre ba ?
So fhr as the weapons are concernad it is enough to ensure that they are effective
for their intended purpose. If they are not of superlative quuﬂt.?, it mattern
little. It is unity and firmness in our forces that is an essentinl requisite, An
avwy, firmly united, can win a battlo even with infovior weapons. But the very
"best of weapons cannot win success for o seattered and disheartened force, For
the last year we have been quarrelling aboutthe nature of our weapons, not troubl
ing %0 notice the state of the army, If the army is onee seattercd how will
the best of weapons help i ? Admit for n moment that the boyeott of the
Councils is the most important task before us or that entire vietory congists in
mpl;uriug the Gnqn-_:zil&. But when you have no united FLWHHUL, whan your
organization has  become  chaotie, the dissipline of the national centres
destroyed and sbove sl Hindu-Muslim unity fractured, how will you successfully
boyeott the Couneils—how eapture their seats

EXCESSES.

Gentlemen, what we must needs cherish with eare are not minor details
but actual principles, It arill thorefore, be folly to be o carriod away by el fa
a minor matter that the danger may arise of the birth of new principles, nnd this
may Inter on create for us great diffieultics.  When this difference brought about-
s diviston and took the EI]{I.:F.H.‘:. of partisan qumrefa and dissansion it woe tiiaviinbie
that there should be an elination to excosses, Ttis our duty, hnw-a'var_ S Froki
oty brains and henrts ri.i_.ﬂ:l"l."ﬂ'"&]}' from di;yuﬁﬂn and never to Ffﬂlﬂh blind ﬁbﬂliﬂhﬂ
though we should be strong in diseipline. By blind obedignos, I mean a et
of mind in which a person exeweds the limits of moderation in’ following & great
ik, Instend of LI.Ei!LI.H’ his own mental [ﬂnuli_-,.ie'% the word of one person becomes
the criterion of right and wrong, trath and untruth for him. Such blind -
. obedience hins been the groatest obstacle in the way of human progress and deve-

lopment Loth in the departments of religion uu? scicnce. Weo should never
import this mentality into our politics. :
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By discipline, on the other hand, is meant obediente such asthe soldier dwes
to his commander. Just as blind obediencs is latumhlmn block in the way of all
snocess and progress, discipline is the mqu,mt-e eondition for sl corporate action.
It is possibie that the commander may issus wrong orders but the soldier must
obey them even though he differs from his leader about their snitability. Even
if the commander isaues wrong eommands we shonld prefor to be killed like the
English regiment at Sebastopol for whom Teénnyson has written the famous
elegy, rather than disobey. To suffer theconsequences of wrong leadership is
better than the defection of an entive army on the field of battle.

Teday, the Indian National Congress is the enly  governing body for us,
Wenre in o state of war. We should not, of course, ohey blindly either the
uinndata of the Congress or the viewsof our greatest leaders but we should not
disturh diseipline either, 1 regret to say the party opposed to all changes must
beware lest we should inadvertently be betrayed into blind obedience o total
icertia and the party insisting on the introeduction of changes have {ailed to realise
that we must not ruin the discipline of our organization for the sake of a minor
difference.

OUR FUTURE PROGRAMME.

Gentlemen, permit me now to place before you my opinion concemning
otit present condition and our [uture method of wotk, 1 believe that the true
guidance for us 18 that of Mahatma Gandhi, and it is under that guidance alone
that India can ever gain salvation and (reedom. There are three courses before
India today—contentment with the present situation, armed revolution and the
Non-co-operation movement. We cannot remain satisfied with our present lot ;
we cannot bring. about an armed revolution and do not desire it. The third
colirse, Non.co-operation; alone remains open to us.  As to the programme of
Non-go-operation, ' there is no reason why we should make any change
in s principlgs. It must, no doubt, be admitted that the first conflict is aver.
The struggle hag, for the moment, been suspended. But we must prepare {or its
resumption.  Civil disobedience, and civil disobedience alone, ean be the decisive
factor. Even if we do nol resort to mass civil disobedience for the time being,
we have full faith in the power of defensive civil obedience.

Defensive civil disobedience requires conditions, some of which depend
on our own preparedness, while athers depend on the behaviour of the bureay.
eratic anthorities._ When the bureaucracy behaves in a particular way, the
conditions we require are present—as for instance when' it tries to 5l1n|:|- our
activities with saverity and foree and strains-and misinterprets the law as it has
often done m the past.

No doubt this i& & condition the fulhlment of which Bsnat in aur
power, nonetheless we can be confident that the natural tendencies of the moment
are working inour favour. Not only do we know that we are in the right
path, we are also sure that the adv:rsanr facing us is altogether in the wrong,
and that the inevitable outcome of the struggle is that he should meet with
defeat. The struggle today is not between the individuals forming the bureaucracy
and the intellect of India, but between a wrong system and righteous dcmnnd::l.
As a necessary consequence, on the one hand, mistakes will be piled on mistakes.
and on the other, the party of the nation will acquire new sources of strength.. We
should be confident that if we continue our preparations, an atmosphere. will
spon be created in which it will be possible for us to begin our second decisive
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battle : and the battle will offeran attraction to our nonsviolent soldiere, and

we will then see that the beds of those now in hospital are empty and the field of
battle filled with men.

COUNCILS.

But how are we to ttilise the bme before us m order to ereate a anp'l:r
atmosphere for renewmng the struggle at the earliest moment and at the same
time find full scope lor our activities 2 Will it be better for 4s to boveott
the forthcoming elections, or should we, wherever we can secure o majority, go 10
the Councils, and make them a temporary sphere of our noa-cu-operation
dctivities. ' ' :

After considermg all aspects of the question, | hive came to the conclusion
that under the preseni circumstances it is useless for us to bayeott the Councils,
and remain alool. As on the occasion of the previous election a boyeont was
necessary for us, so under the present circumstinees it is to our advantage to
occupy as many seats as possible.  We should try to enter the Codneils  and
Assemblies and- shiould follow suth a policy that those Couneils and Assemblies
may become a sphere of our efforts,  Inmy humble opinion eur future programme
should be that on the one hand a geetion of us enters the Councils while on the
other hand our activities outside the Couneils cortinue.  The All-India Congress
Committee should supervise both these activiiess so that the work remains
under the direction of a single organisation. It ought 1o be decided once for
all that entering the Councils means following a definite and fived programme
decided upon by the Congress. ~This programme should clearly specify all these
conditions which may serve Lo prevent our aetivities being econtaminated by co-
aperation.  Since our object is not to  co-operate, it is clear that our activities
there cannot be continued for long. It must also be made clear that no respoas:-

ble post can be accepted inthe Councils even for a very short time with any
mtention  whatsoever,

Now it remains to be decided what sught to be our programme afier
entering these Councils.  Many courses are possible and much depends on the
trend of events and eircumstances at the time.  But this much is obvious thar at
some opportune moment the non-co.operating members will ‘have to leave the
Couneils and resort to civil disobedience along with those warkers who have not
gone to the Councils.  We adopt the policy of entering the Councils in order to

make the Councils a sphere of our activities, and not to boyeott them,—for this will
be a better preparation for the ultimate struggle.

I we were fully convinced today that instead of being in a stateof suspense
we are prepared to offer civil disobedience, I for one would not for a moment advise

you even_ to think of entering the Councils. That is why, though | was entirely
dissappointed at the success of the Gaya programme, yet as long as thers was
the slightest hope of its success my best efforts were to makea united: effort
to make it successful without thinking of entering the Councils, However, if we
wish we can today proceed to draw upa programme of our activities alter

entering the Councils or if we prefer it we can postpone it for the annual SESSI0N.
The last will be the better alternative. &

What shoutld be our programme outside the Councils 7 This is the most
important problem for us to consider and on this depends the utility of this new

method of warfare. Regarding this [ wish to place the following for your consi-
deration.
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i, On the constructive side of the pragramme the propaganda of Hindu-
Muslim unity should begin anew. 1 will in a mpment draw your atténtipn io
the details of the question. ! v -
2. The organisation of the labouring classes of the gountry, for we_can
do nothing in future while ignoring then. ) 3
5. The political educition of the masses by means of speeches and
writings. Inour former ‘activities we had to undertake the work ol preparation,
canvassing, and opposition a1 ®™he same time. We should not ignore this work
while we are in our peesent state of suspense.  We should try to engrave the prin-
ciple and alms of national umnity, Non-co-operation, non-violence, and eivil
disobedience on the hearts of the masses. They should follow us not on the
grounds of religrous belief ; they should consider it their duty from sentiments
of pure patriotism. A mass of political [terature should be, prepared in
different languages of India and distributed broadeast. The workers and olunteers
of the Congress Committees should tour through towns andvillages to instruet
the people and open temporrary political sehools everywhere. A programme ol
waork for three or six months should be drawn up for this work and in that time we
will be able to - instruct the people up to a certain definite standard, If the
governmeant puts hindrances in our path it will be. all the more usefultous. It is
quite possible thit wé may thos be able to attam our goal
! THE CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAMME :
4 1 wishto make it quite clear that there can be oaly gne possible method
of our entering the Councils: the Congress should npt only issue 2 mandate but
also undertake direction. But today if you decide against entering the
"'Councils nc single person or party, as | have already emphasised at length, should
advance cne step further, 1 altogether deny that the question is of a character
to justify our disobeying the Natiopal prgamisation n case of 3 diffeience of
opinion, + If today you again decide against entering the Councils I would in that
case thinic that a boycott of them is preferable to entering.  Forthe chiel need is
united effort. The method adopted by ug unanimously will be better than any
which have been individually chosen, and for as long as no quusllic-n of principles is
involvers we should not disobey our National orgamsation.
Gentlemen, on the occasion of the Gaya Congress the Conference of
Muslim Ulema decided that Musalmans should not stand for election to the
Councils. Infact, from the religious aspect of the question only, the prineiple of
Non.go-operation was in view, and so far as its programme  of  work was
eoncerned the Lilema were |:|_.1l|_|.|;':“1'_." EIF]_J-I'.I-EQd to all those methods from which
the least danger to the principle eould be npprthcndtd. Whether enterng the
Councils would be harmiul or beneficial to the principles could only be decided by
those who had gained some experience of these affairs. But as at that moment
there were differences of opinion even among such persons, the Ulema naturally
prefepied the saferonrse. Opinions being divided, complete boycott appeared
the safer alierdative.  Bur 'assure you that il today you arrive at a eatisfactory
Heoision there is no reason [or any insistence on their part,
HINDU-MUSLIM UNITY

. I have occupled so much o your tirne in' describing the superstructure ol
sur building, but the condition ot ik foundations of our nﬂurt&—Hindu-Iklnlﬁl]nt
unity—remains to be considered.  This is the foundation of our structure without
which not only the [reedom of India but all those factors necessary for the



( 22 )

. ]iir and Pn:ilgrtss of the country will reman a dream.  Not:only 5 our national
freedom  mpossible without it, we cannut create without it~ primary principles
.ol humanity within curselves. If today an angel descending from the clouds
were to declare from the top' of the Minar of Delhi. "You will obtain Swaraj
within twenty-four hours if you relinguish Hindu-Muslim unity,” 1 would prefer
to sacrifice” Swaraj rather than Hindu-Mushm unity ; for delay in the attamment
of Swaraj will ‘be a loss to India alone but il our unity disappears it will be a Joss

to the whole world of humanity.

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY,

No one with a single particle of love and affection for India can view ‘her
present condition unmoved and callous.  Four years ago we made. the grand-
“est proclamation of our national henour and self-respect.  We asked the world
to wait for our freedom., But just when the world was turning its ear to
hear the tale of {reedom we have prepared @ tale of slavish shamelessness and
mad riots. Instead of Swaraj and ' the Khilatat the nowe of the Skadin move-
ment and its opponents, are heard on every side. “Save the Hindus
from the DBdohammedans" is said on the one hand and “'Saye lIslam
from-the Hindus!" on the other. Whenthe cry for the protection of Hindus

and Musalmans rises so high it is obvious that our demand for the protection of
a upited India cannot be entertained. On one side the phlf‘nrrn ard the press invite
the mad religious bigotry of the people and on the other side a dui"-"fd and ignorant
public is shedding its blood in the streets of Hindustan. There have been s:rim_:s
‘croubles at  Ajmere, Palwal, Saharanpore, Agra, and Meerut. Who can say fo
what ynforfunate Annsequences these woubles will lead ? ’ .
Genlemen, I wish to tell all those persons who are busy ininciting these
feelings that this state of affairs is intolerable. 1 will even go a stap further
and tell them that we are treadmg the path of | freedom
and they should not impede our progress. They must not put hindrances in our
way and if they do so it will be our duty to clear the path of all obstacles, [ beg
to lay before all of you who have come here from every corner of the coubutry and
who represent the intellect and the voice of India that it does not matter in the
least whether you decide that the Non-co-operators should or should not go to
the Couneils: but, for God's sake, decide here and now whether India is to protect

the maimed hopes of her freedom and, emancipation, or whether she 15 to bury
them in the blood-stained soil of Saharanpore and Agra. Today you should
announce your clear decisions on this point and davote all your energies to it, If
you allow such things for a day longer, be sure, that it will throw back your
progress for years.

Gentlemen, Not long ago the Musalmans as a community tock nc part in
the activities of the Congress, |t wasa common fecling among them that they
were numerically inferior to the Hindus in India and were also very backwards
education and wealth, and that if they participar#d in any national movement, they
wonld be working to endanger thelr existence as a commnnity. As a result of
thie ferling. their actvities were long confiped's: communal organisation whtl_: 1h-_:y
s uld aloed fonm the national movement, But those of you who havebeen studymg the

inthe corporate: bfe al the Musalbans during the last rwelve years will
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diubtless recollect that the first voice rajssd in 1912 against this attirudé was mine.

“ 1 invited the attantion of my eo-religionists to thefact that by persistingin the pulicy

5f alopofness they were making their existence in obstacls 1o the liberty al the coun-
trycand that they should trisst - their Hindu brothers, join ‘the Congress, make the
freedom of the country their goal, and abanden the puliv.::l.' ol communal alsofness.
At that'-tim= my massage was not received well by my co-relipionisisand met with
strong-opposition But soon the tine Garrived when” Musalmans rr:n-'li-'m:u:! the truth,
When | was interned at Ranchi in 1916 | Gsed to hear that Musalmans were capgerly
andin numbers entering the [old of the Congress.

Gentlemen, as in 1912 | ralsed my voice against the conduct of my to-reli-
gionists and fear of their opposition did not prevent me off from declaring the truth,
so now |'d=em it my dity to rase my voice agamst those of our brothers whao are
ralsing the standard of a Hindu Sanghatan, 2

Lam surprised tofind that the mental condition of the Muslim politisal
circles of those days is found in thess persons now. But the Musalmans were
prompted by the fear thatthey were numerically, mferior, whersas_this movemany
- ol e
15 exciting the hearts ofthosz whoare four times more numerous than the Musalmans.
| unhr:silar.in‘ﬁlly declare that today India wants. neither, a Hindu nor 3 Mustin

Sanghatan. We require one and one, Sanghatan alone—that is the Indian Nationall
Congress. .

Some of the responsible leaders of the Shudhi movement assert that it i
not opposed to HL’Ldu-Muﬁi]In_i.-l_r-lm hl:l.‘!ﬂiﬂl‘ after preaching sermons of opppsition
and strife they ini—ai:iah!_v coneluddwith 4 message of mrdhtlity and love. Bt 1
would say to these gentlemen that they have already led osBilong the wrang path,
and they should not now mvite us to deny human nature; The Lord Christ exhorted
the peopleof ‘theworld to forgive their ‘enemies. But “the whrld has not boen,
able to forgive even. its irfends  to the ‘present day: "Dy ':.'m'i.hmgi_m:lha:'_ aJ;;r
extiting. passions .of jealousy and revenge, you can majntain cordiality and jave.
among the same people ? ' a TR

In like'manner Imust say of the Shudhi Movement that ”"-‘?!“gh-;-‘: nin:r
seperate in theory “our united efforts for pelitical salvation and aur egmpunal ands
religious quarrels no such dividing line between their activities can be drawn _jn pracs:
tite. We want a-united nation and we' kuow that éf on one ?idethg_lﬁ;_:.i-.-,_q of, “M lech!!)
aml on the other those of "Kafir" are’ ﬁzr_mitl't,_*d !nlhul* raised Iﬂﬂn;iiﬁ'ﬁi]ghmmqmg,,
sibleto ereate that tolerant spirit withéit which the existence of iy, will be very,
setionsly jeopardised.  Gentlemen, | appeal té all the parties i the eountry that
they should once and for all decide E.}ngfftf._: of India; Il they want their tountry 1o be
free .'_J:ud attam salvation, they mist postpone all other activities for her ggﬁlml Neo
matter how dear these activities| be to. them theve i Bafher alternitive” ] P

o1 ) donot, deny (that, evesy. eommunify in India "hak ~ mimerous  duties of
witarnal arganisation.an dirtidrms before i, ‘and i1 Becedsary that ’t:irie::].-_:;:mmp.nil ¥,
showld make efiorts to . removes i ol prealiar 'defocts 3nd friilities.  Nonethe.
less, | absghitely. dany thitander these chnditians” atty Movement which draws i
motive power from inlm.ﬂn? ﬁﬂﬁiﬁ and eommunal strife can be legitimate. The
saine sorts of arguments are tepeated. Fhe same kinds of reasons are put forwards

V'do not wish to go intothe details of the question: | refuse to acknomw.
ladge the validity of the arguments advanced in defence of communal or seer onal
movements. "In such and suck@pear”, it issaid “there was a disturbance in which
one 'J-' the ﬂﬂm!“mﬁi‘?-‘ & ‘ & greater injury than the other. It is therelore
necessary that it !I-ﬁuu!d ganise Stn;b:un against the other Community,’
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Now if we recagnise the validity of such arguments fora single ‘moment,

be ingumbent on every community of Hindustan 1o draw up a list of wrongs £

fas suffered and organize its Sanghatan. In Bonibay alone during the lastt

years many riots between the two Muslim seots have taken place in which on

has had the satisfaction of killing and plundering the other. I must however fr

and openly declare that after the commencement of the new. era .of HinduM

unity, the Multan riot and the great injurics inflictedonthe Hindue i an unfart
eatastrophe' which should give pain to every Muslim heart:  But ina country ~se
Indin—a country inhabited by millions of people just entering upon a new phase

of their existence, misdirected religious prejudices and untimely religious enthusi-

asms, are easily excited and such disturbances eannot completely be dvoided. A
disturbance now and then, is quite possible, Iis remedy lies in the refusal of the
other section of the community to view the matter in a sectarian spirit ; they should
blame the party that has been guiltly of excess and sympathise with the party that
has been wronged. You do not remedy the disease by exaggerating a local affair into
a national and communal grievance, for this unites the apposition of the other comm-
unity and etarts.a war that ean neverend. Ta-day from this platform, the cradleof unjted
Indian nationalism and in thename of their common motherland, |1 appealboth to the
Hindus and the Musalmans not to trample so cruelly upon national aspirations and
hopes. Without further discussion s to what has happened we should at once stop
all activities connected with the Shudhi movemen.. If the people  cannot
unite tostop them they should at least postpone them ; if they did so they would
be rendering the greatest service not only tn their country, but to the whole of
mankind, /
« THE NATIONAL PACT OF INDIA

L]
i

Gentlemen, let me remind you in this connection that welshould’ prepare *

without any further delay a national pact which will not anly elucidate and define
our national goal but will also decide the future relationsof the variouseommuni: 4
in the country ahd close the gate to future trouble. India isa wonderful land,
It is guite possible that the itn:dpm of three hundred tmillions of people will be
delayed beeadse a procession passed by a mosque singing and beating drums—ar

the branches'of a tree on the high road were lopped.  When such j4 the nature of

the country’s sufferings we should not delay in deciding these matters once and
for all'time. T hope that you will considerthese matters during your deliberations.

It would be advisable to form 3 committee of select-persons and 1o prepiare a
draft scheme before the next ;ﬂsinn. s : :

i ' v GONCLUSION

Gentlemen, Like thahistoric days of other Nations the consequences of this

remarkable day may be of opposite. kinds, To-day we ean adhieve the greatest
possibile success, but the greatest possible failure may fall toour Tof. Our'determi
nation, our courage, and our pal::i:-tismarq under a very great trial. Come, let uesuc
ceéd i our task by devoting ourselves tg the buildmg up of wﬂﬁmﬂ,
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