VISIT OF MINISTER OF STATE, EXTERNAL AFFAIRS SHRI
PABITRA MARGHERITA AT ICCR HEADQUARTERS

26 September 2024: The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) hosted Shri Pabitra
Margherita, Minister of State for External Affairs and Textiles, at its headquarters. This significant
visit underscored the Minister’s steadfast commitment to cultural initiatives and reinforced his
vision for enhancing India’s global presence and soft power.

The day commenced with a comprehensive briefing from ICCR's Director General, Ambassador
Kumar Tuhin, who outlined the dynamic cultural diplomacy initiatives led by the organization.
Concise presentations from the Deputy Directors General highlighted ICCR's crucial role in
sharing India’s rich cultural knowledge through international collaborations, scholarships, and
cultural festivals.

Following the briefing, Shri Margherita embarked on a guided tour of the ICCR campus, gaining
firsthand insights into the organization’s dedicated efforts to promote India’s cultural legacy on
the world stage. A notable highlight of the visit was his participation in the ongoing Kathak
interviews for aspiring teachers to be appointed at various Indian Cultural Centres (ICCs),
showcasing his interest in nurturing India’s artistic values.

In his address, Shri Margherita reaffirmed the government's vision for a strong cultural
diplomacy that not only enhances India’s image abroad but also boosts mutual respect and
understanding among nations. He encouraged ICCR to expand its outreach and explore new
avenues for cultural engagement, promising his full support for these initiatives.

The visit concluded with a delightful high tea, where attendees exchanged insights and ideas,
further strengthening the collaborative spirit essential for advancing India’s cultural agenda
internationally.

Shri Margherita’s visit to the ICCR headquarters served as a powerful reminder of the vital role
culture plays in international relations and the collective efforts needed to celebrate and
promote India’s legacy across the globe.
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